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Women representatives in D.C. in 1919.
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Seventeen women now serve as Senators in the 111th Congress.

The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political
organization that encourages informed and involved
participation in government through voters service, an

in uences public policy through education and advocacy.

The League welcomes articles. Please
submit them tolwvpaoffice@gmail.com
Deadline is the first Monday after the first
Tuesday of each month.
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Greetings to all of you,

Are we ready? Are we set? Set for the summer

social? Set for discussions on hospital expar-

sion? Set for the next round of elections? Yes,
we are ready to have fun at the Summer Social as

we celebrate 90 years of women’s right to vote.

The 19' Amendment passed on August 26, 1920!

Come one, come all! Bring a friend!

Next, it will be our first program meeting of the

year. The subject: hospital expansion. We need a
date, a place, and a speaker, so we are not qlite

ready.

Then it is on to elections. We need the help o

everyone for some small task: voter registration,

candidates forums, distribution of voter educa
tion materials, SMART VOTER and presenta-
tions of the pro’s and con’s of the ballot meast

ures.

Here we come and we will be ready! See youy at

the summer social.

Phyllis Cassel,
President LWVPA

LWV of Palo Alto: Of cers, Directors, Chairpersons, (650) 327-9148
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The mood at the convention was “We can do everything!” and temafraid to ruffle feathers!”
Below is an abstract of the summary decisions found on théWS\Web site. Click offior
memberghenCouncil and conventiofor the complete report.

The Convention adopted:

- A study of the federal role in public education. The study willi$oon the role of the federal government in educa-
tion policymaking, with possible consideration of funding, commandsrds and/or governance relationships
among all levels of government. Please see the articidheri-ederal Role in Public Education Stuatypage four.

- A study on privatization: the policy agenda to transfer governfu@ntions, services and assets to the private sec-
tor. This was a non-recommended study that had little of the usual advance |dinyaagight fire. This is a mostly
non-budgeted item.

The Convention also adopted the following positions by concumee on the convention floor:
An updated Arms Control Positiofhe update was developed by a task force, then presented to lagakkdor
discussion prior to convention. This process was new.

An addition to the LWVUS position on selection of the predidéfe support the use of the National Popular Vote
Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the goal of thembmdar vote for election of the president until
the abolition of the Electoral College is accomplishBuls is another new use of concurrence. Many members
felt that this option was not available during the consensus process araddbtdiled analysis of the consensus
responses indicated support. The convention delegates agreed and ovdesiriyedr's LWVUS Board deci-
sion.

An addition to the LWVUS Equality of Opportunity position: Theabee of Women Voters of the United States
supports equal rights for all under state and federal lawLWWh&US supports legislation to equalize the legal
rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gendereowith those available to heterosexual couples.
LWVUS supports legislation to permit same-gender couples trymader civil law. The League believes that
the civil status of marriage is already clearly distingedsfrom the religious institution of marriage and thedit r
gious rights will be preservedo@currence adopted using the LWVMD & LWVME position on Marriage Equal-
ity as is the usual process.)

The Convention also supported the following resolutions:
To support lifting the travel restrictions for Americans gaimg uba.

To call upon the Board to use the resources of the League to sapgdobby for significant strengthening of ap-
propriate regulation, oversight, inspection, and penalties assdavith the development of fossil fuel re-
sources... to highlight the need for those responsible for ttgpitlito be held accountable. Further, the
LWVUS demands that our government hold those responsible fentt®nmental disaster accountable for the
clean-up.....

To call upon the Senate to change its rules so as taltieniise of the filibuster.

To add the principle of TRANSPARENCY to the SARA Resolutiorinclude it in the principles aSecurity; Ac-
curacy;Recountability ;Accessibility; andl ransparency.

To call upon the LWVUS Board to advocate strongly for bills Whexgislate for improved Medicare for all.
“Medicare for all” replaces the term “single payer”.

Budget
Delegates voted to increase LWVUS per member payment (ctu889.70 this year and to $30.00 for the 2011-2012

year.
Submitted by Phyllis Cassel, President

Convention -continued on page 4
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Convention -continued from page 3
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How did this project become a reality? At Program Pla
ning in January 2008 a discussion about No Child Left

Behind (NCLB) prompted Geri Stewart to suggest that w

really needed a study as we had no national positions
education allowing us to participate as a League in the
national debate.

At the convention in Portland that year we had a very €
couraging turn-out and discussion at our education cat
cus—90 signed up to join an e-list to share information
and to keep enthusiasm up until the next convention in
two years. Helene Lecar from the Berkeley/Albany/
Emeryville (BAE) League was a big help in Portland, a
a small committee was formed including Nancy Rogers
and Ellen Wheeler (Los Altos/Mt. View and chair of the
education committee for the LWVs of SCC).

Our committee grew—Joanne Leavitt and Barbara

Inatsugu from LWV Santa Monica helped draft the study

proposal; and the five Leagues of Santa Clara County
gathered the education positions from all of the state
Leagues and summarized the salient points from each.
Roberta Holliman created a vast spreadsheet from all ¢
this information. The committee also did the mailing of
our proposal to all 835 Leagues in the nation.

From November until the following March we waited!

We waited to hear the results from Program Planning—t

enough Leagues voted in favor of our study proposal tc
make it a board recommended study.

Peggy Hill, from the LWVUS board, will chair the study

A committee of League members from around the coun-

try will develop the scope, the consensus questions an
prepare resource materials—all to be published on

www. lwv.org.
Thank you to all who made this a reality.

Submitted by Doris Petersen
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As | reflected on my five days of workshops at the LWVUS
convention, | asked myself what the highlight was for me. W
it Saturday’s speech by John Lewis of tHeGongressional

District of Georgia, in which he urged us to do what League
does best? “Continue to make trouble!” Lewis pleaded to an
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This spring, the Midpeninsula Media Center taped the
eague's Candidates Forums for the June Primary elec-
mtion, aired them on TV broadcasts and also provided
online video clips linked to the Media Center home
page. Elliot Margolies from the Media Center reported
the statistics of numbers of viewers for the Media Center
"Eorum tapes. The Judges Forum, held here in Palo Alto,
" had the most views - 289. We made an effort to commu-
nicate with the candidates before and after the Forum and
encouraged them to tell their campaigns about the videos.
A number of the candidates let us know how grateful they
were that the League featured the judgeship election. It
gets very little publicity compared to other more political
campaigns.

nd

If you missed the Judges Forum, held here in Palo Alto,
you can still watch the online video on http://
www.communitymediacenter.net/
elections_pri_2008.htmeven though the election is
over.

—

Don't miss our Candidates Forums in the fall. Voters
really pay attention to the League's production of these
events. If you would like to participate, please call or
email Veronica Tincher.
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With the midterm election in four short months, Califor-
nia has Propositons 19 thru Proposition 27 on the bal-

lot. These are important propositions, and the public is
hungry to learn about each ballot measure.

(

We need speakers to present the pros and cons at public

meetings to begin in the near future. If you are inteteste

please contact Carol Bechtold at (650)465-2356 (cell) or
asatseabeck@sbcqlobal.neWe provide training if needed.

This can be a valuable experience along with the opportu-
nity to help the public to become informed voters.

Convention -continued on page 5
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At its June 2 meeting, your board: Your board held an extended and productive
appointed two board members: Betty Gerard planning workshop prior to its abbreviated
and Trina Lovercheck; monthly board meeting. Here is a selection of high-

lights:

approved this year's Emergency Action Committee: ) .
bp y gency Reviewed last year’'s Strategic Plan

Phyllis, Irene, Mary Alice, Doris, and Ellen. Karen

Sundback and Veronica will serve as alternate EAC | - Reviewed both essential and desirable characteris-
members. tics of potential strategies (strategy screens)
made plans for the July 3 board retreat; - Evaluated last year's many successes, including:

* a net membership gain of 6%

gave positive responses to three of seven LWVUS con- ¢ i
* introduction of e-blasts

vention proposals, so that our delegates could attenc

informed but not instructed. They were: (1) concur- | increased donations to LAT and Ed Fund
rence for an updated Arms Control position, (2) con- gdoogl)tlon of our proposed national Education
currence for an addition to our Selection of the Presi- tudy

dent position: support for the National Popular Vote
Compact, and (3) a resolution for advocacy for
strengthening of the regulation, oversight, etc. assoc
ated with the development of fossil fuel resources.

established a new VOTER deadline: noon of the first
Monday after the board meeting.

Brainstormed and refined items for the 2010-2011
year, including:
*  tech innovations
new ideas for membership retention and activity
two LWVUS studies
a dozen program topics.

*

*

*

The board also learned that: o In its business meeting, the board:

. the Education Committee will continue its Essay Con . Changed its regu|ar meeting n|ght to the first Tues-
test in the future for two reasons: (1) schools these days  gay of the month.
teach the development of English language, math and
science skills, but the subject of civics often goes unad-
dressed; and (2) to raise the League’s profile;

Appointed to the Nominating Committee Suzanne
Bayley (off-board), Virginia Pirrotta, and Ellen

Forbes.
we are well ahead of budget on income and under on .
Appointed to the Budget com Arne Petersen

expenses; : : O
_ (chair), Doris Petersen (ex officio as treasurer),
as of May 25, League-a-thon (LAT) donations totalec Mary Alice, and John Hackmann.
$11,745, which is close to last year's calendar-year tp- .
tal- - Appointed to the Bylaws com Irene Sampson.

Voted to co-sponsor with LWVLAMV a Sept. 29
educational meeting ofeen Justice 101: What
Parents and Teens Need to Know About Drugs,
Drinking and Driving.

in preparation for the primary election, seven Pros &
Cons presentations were made to groups, and Veronjica
and Elliot Margolies recorded another one at the Medlia
Center, which was broadcast several times.

Submitted by Ellen Forbes, Secretary Submitted by Ellen Forbes, Secretary

eruption of applause. Convention -continued from page 4

Was it Tuesday's Closing Plenary Session address by The Honorablegfabebelius, U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, when she said, “Just being a woman in America is a pre-existidigion,” referring to the ongoing need to refine the Health
Care Reform Act?

These were moments | will certainly remember, but what stamndfi® most was the Sunday afternoon panel of former LWVUS
Presidents. It was a joyous journey back in time over the past 40 yeak8/&fS history through the highlights of eight accom-
plished national leaders.

Lucy Wilson Benson, 1968-1974yas National President when the LWVUS celebrated fts&tiversary in 1970. Speakers at the
convention included Marion Wright Edelman and Shirley Temple BladkariAiRodham was in her first year as a law student!

Ruth Heinerfeld, 1978-1982was president when the LWVUS instituted the first direct nss.|
Convention -continued on page 6
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Assets 6/30/2010 6/30/2009 Dot Ridings, 1982-
Checking $1,683 $2,174 1986,was leading the
Savings . 22,261 25,343 national League when
Jane Goldstein Bequest 966 965 the LWVUS hosted the
Samuel Taylor Fund 1,816 2,612 1984 Presidential De-
Scholarship Fund 143 219 bate. Also during her
Postage Accounts 441 403 termthe U. S. recog-

Total $27,311 $31,716 nized Mainland China.
Education Fund $20,591 $9,819
N ing the height of the
Liabilities and Net Assets Cold War followed by
Total Liabilities - - the fall of the Berlin
Total Net Assets $47,902 $41,535 Wall.
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $47,902 $41,535
Susan Lederman,
Statement of Activities Variance: i\?\?\(/)ulsg IQDZers?gen i
Fav/ )
(7/1/09 - 6/30/10) Actual Budget (Unfav) ;Vhf;gnp:gzgﬂs fellow-
Income . .
Dues $15,607 $14,722 $885 eg‘nerg:,]"(‘jgtﬁguggei ebe'
Contributions from Members 5,755 3,200 2,85 obt;ied for the Brgd
Contributions from Others 4,554 5,100 (546 il y
Meeting Fees 1,342 1,400 (58 ' _
Reimbursements - - Becky Cain Coperley,
Other 1,579 3,020 (1,441 1992-19_98)_Nas present
From Education Fund 3,668 13,160 (9,492) for the signing of the
Total Income $32,505 $40,602  $(8,097)| Motor Voter Bill. She

remembers working on

Expense health care reform,

Administration $13,831 $15,263 $1,433 campaign finance re-
PMP 11,176 11,411 23¢ formand the passage of
Service to Members 6,699 7,100 401 the McCain-Feingold
Service to Community 3,203 4,725 1,522 Bill.
Action - 750 750 Carolyn Jefferson-
Program & Study 539 200 (339) Jenkins, 1998-2002,
Fund Raising 1,372 1,100 (272) recalled the “Take a
Other - - Friend to Vote” cam-
Total Expense $36,819 $40,549 $3,730| paign and the beginning
of D-Net.
Net Gain/(Loss) $(4,314) $53 (4261 | kay Maxwell, 2002-
2006,was in office for
Education Fund Income the beginning of
Contributions from Members $4,215 $4,500 $(2B8 mackdown Your Vote,
Contributions from Non-Members & Other Sources 10,225 5,000 9,488 HAVA Act, and the
Total Income $14,440 $9,500 $4,940| Five Things Tour when
she visited 25 states.
"' "™ Mary Wilson, 2006-

2010, presiding Presi-

. . L . . . . . . dent, moderated this
Leagues file Amicus Brief in lawsuit challenging Arizos@nmigration law. LWV historic and distin-

of Ariz_ona_and LWVUS_joinec_I this Ie_lwsuit, challe_n_ging tbeently-e_nacted SB guished panel with skill
1070 in Arizona that "will subject United States citizans legal residents who arg ;.4 grace.

members of racial and ethnic minority groups...to the disruptioess, and Submitted by
humiliation of detention and interrogation.” Mary Alice Thornton,
Submitted by Irene Sampson 2" Vice President
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We would like to thank the following peo-
ple for making the assembly and delivery of
the MarchvVOTER
possible: Barbara Bowden, Diana Stee-
ples, Isabel Arabian, Janet Owens, Jean
Colby, Leila Shohet, Mary Cooper,

Vivian Blomenkamp, & Mitzi Henderson, organizer.

their choice. Thank you tBhyllis and Richard Cassel, Pat Saffir,
Geri Stewart, & Joyce Tavrow for making this donation to the
LWVPA. Their election day work and their donations help the
League's mission in many ways!

We would also like to thanRally ProbstandJames G. Moore Friday, June 4, 2010 at the age of
for proofreading th&/OTER 94. She chalre_d the commltt_ee th
Submitted by the editor created the Friends of the Library
and drove the passage of multiple b
bond issues to expand the Los Altj ‘v
* < - 2111 | library system. She was instrumeri
* * in the growth of the local Girl
0-- < "1 Scouts, the construction of El ﬁv
Camino Hospital and the expansid
The Registrar of Voters Election Officer program of the League of Women Voters. b
invites poll workers to donate their payments to an organizafio We will miss her deeply. sv
Se

If you're an election-day poll worker for the November Electyoi, 2 "o
can also have your payment sent to the League. -

Submitted by Veronica Tincher, Voter Service Coordinator .
Florence King

Alexandra Messick-Kopel
Douglas M. Sinton
Wendy C. Sinton

. @

— o] s .
If you haven't send in your membership renewal, please do|se- u’e.cﬁo/g; ) Samara Trilling
right away!!! Maintaining our membership enables us to carfy” R e
out the good work of the League. Recepciin
Please send any corrections in your contact information in ofortivee n- S We are delighted to
closed with the membership renewal. We need the information by Augus have you as members.

15th so that the Membership Handbook will be accurate.
Thank you! Luise Maier & Virginia Pirrotta,Membership Co-chairs

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffrage, now educates and advocatéAnyone of voting agemale or fe male, may become a League me mber

It's easy to join the LWV —Do it now! You will be glad you did. Men are encouraged
Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels: Matigtate, Bay Area and Palo Alto to join.
Dues grants are
Name available.
For
Address information, call
) i Membership
City Zip Chair
. . Virginia Pirrotta
Phone (day) (evening) e:mail (650) 327-9148
Annual Membership: $70.00 Additional membership, same address: $35.00
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Suite 113, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible.
LWV of Palo Alto 7
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LWV of Palo Alto Nonprofit Org.

953 Industrial Avenue, Suite 113 u.s. Eo_sc}age
Palo Alto, CA 94303 al

; Palo Alto, CA
(650) 327-9148 Permit No. 72

Address Services Requested

Dated Material
Please Expedite

http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.htmi President Obama..............ccovvvvvinenn.n.ld (202) 456-1414
August http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/

Senator Feinstein............cooovviiii i, (415) 393-0707
3 Tue 7:15 pm. Board Meeting, Ellen Forbes !
Senator BoXer........ccovvviii i (415) 403-0100

9 Mon Noon. VOTER deadline. #
20 Fri 9:15 am. VOTER mailing, Channing House Rep. Anna EShoo...............ccoooeii, (650) 323-2984
26 Thu 7 pm. Summer Social. Garden Court Hotel

September
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ...........415)703-2218
7 Tue 7:15 pm. Board Meeting, Trina Lovercheck $ !
Senator Joe Simitian .............cc...ccee e, (650) 688-6384
13 Mon Noon. VOTER deadline. $ $38 "
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin ...................... (650) 691-2121
13 Mon 11:30 am. Bay Area League Day. Check web:- %& (! ' )&
site for more details.
24 Fri 9:15 am. VOTER mailing, Channing House Supervisor Liz KNiSS .........vuvvivvenveninnnnn (650) 965-8737

liz.kniss@bos.sccgov.org

Locate your elected officials with your street address
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/
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