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�The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political      
organization that encourages informed and involved       

participation in government through voters service, and        
in� uences public policy through education and advocacy. 

�

The League welcomes articles. Please        
submit them to: lwvpaoffice@gmail.com . 
Deadline is the first Friday after the first 
Wednesday of each month. 

Tuesday, December 8, at  
11:30 am to 1:30 pm  
Bay Café at Palo Alto  

Municipal Golf Course 
1875 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 

Winter LuncheonWinter LuncheonWinter Luncheon   
The Paradoxes of Opportunity 

Prudence L. Carter teaches a range of courses on racial and ethnic 
relations, social and cultural inequality, the sociology of education, 
urban education and research methods. Professor Carter's first book, 
Keepin' It Real: School Success beyond Black and White (Oxford 
University Press 2005), is the 2006 co-winner of the Oliver Cromwell 
Cox Book Award, (Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities, Ameri-
can Sociological Association) for its contribution to the eradication of 
racism; a 2005 finalist for the C. Wright Mills Book Award (Society 
for the Study of Social Problems); and a 2007 honorable mention re-
cipient of the distinguished book award (Section on Race, Class, and 
Gender, American Sociological Association). At present, Professor 
Carter is completing a book tentatively titled The Paradoxes of Op-
portunity: Race, Culture, and Boundaries in "Good" Schools , which 
documents a cross-national study of desegregated and majority-
minority high schools in the United States and South Africa, and ex-
amines how school practices can either facilitate or diminish aca-
demic and social divides in education.   
 
Please see page 3 for details on luncheon reservations. � �

Speaker - Prudence L. Carter, Associate  
Professor of Education and  

(by courtesy) the Department of Sociology at  
Stanford 

Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer with 
students from Louisville's Central High School. 

Students pose in front of a dormitory at an Ameri-
can Indian Institute, a high school for Native Ameri-
can boys in Witchita. Founded by Henry Roe Cloud 
in 1915, the Roe Indian Institute became the Ameri-
can Indian Institute in 1920 and operated until 1939.  
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The VOTER is online at www.lwvpaloalto.org 

 
 
 
Greetings Fellow Leaguers,  
 
Thank you for all for the excellent work completed for the fall elections!  Now what is next?  We al-
ways face that balance: voters service, educating ourselves on issues, and acting on our knowledge.  In November, we 
explored issues surrounding the death penalty here in Santa Clara County. Our December winter luncheon explores the 
effects of race and income on education.  In January we examine the color palate of League programs and you and I rec-
ommend what shall be next. This meeting reflects our grassroots decision making and there is so much that we can 
do!  Shall we do a new study?  On which of our many positions shall we advocate?  Positions, interest, and person power 
are the keys to what’s next.  
 
The grassroots basis for League decision-making becomes obvious as we follow the proposed LWVUS 2010-2012 study 
of the role of federal funding in K-12 education. Recommended by our Palo Alto LWV and the Leagues of Santa Clara 
County this national study was proposed two years ago but was not recommended by the LWVUS for a 2008-2010 study 
because most US Leagues did not want any new study.  Doris Petersen and others went to the 2008 convention, spoke at 
a caucus, gathered names and invigorated the conversation with Leagues all over the US.  The Education Committee has 
just sent their refined proposal to all 900+ US leagues asking them to support an education study focused on the role of 
the federal government in K-12 education. On page four (4) of this VOTER is the complete text of that proposal. Your 
Board has voted to renew our support for this study but we look forward to your input as well.  The proposal will be dis-
cussed at our January general meeting along with those coming from other Leagues. The Board will send a final recom-
mendation by March 1.  Support from many Leagues across the country will push the LWVUS Board to recommend that 
the education study be part of 2010-2012 LWVUS Program.   
 
Come, invite a friend, and enjoy our Winter Luncheon.  Come in January.  Make your voice heard!  
 
Phyllis Cassel  �  
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HELP WANTED:   Like detail?  Like com-
puters?  Know Excel?  You are definitely 
wanted.  Nancy Olson would like to train a "back-up" 
person to learn the ins-and-outs of keeping our com-
puterized Membership records 
up to date.  Try it, you just 
might like it! 
Contact Nancy at  327-9148   �  
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October VOTER Mailing. 
We would like to thank the 
following people for making 
the assembly and delivery of 
the October VOTER  
possible: 
 
Barbara Bowden, Mary Cooper, Janet Owens, Isabel 
Arabian, Geri Stewart, Vivian Blomenkamp.  
 
Submitted by Relly Davidson & Karen Sundback 
The Palo Alto VOTER Editors  �  

 

At its November meeting, your Board: 
 
¨ heard that Pat Saffir had conducted our audit, reviewing 

the books and making two recommendations 
¨ was debriefed concerning League election activities, 

including reports that: 
o one of our candidates forums was available online at 

http://www.midpenmedia.org/ 
o Phyllis’s letter to the editor of the Palo Alto Weekly, 

themed “Democracy is not a spectator sport” appeared 
in the Oct. 30 issue 

o each candidates forum was attended by about 100 
people 

o Smart Voter was a great success and 
o Irene did a splendid job of moderating not only a can-

didates forum and a Pros & Cons presentation but also 
a debate on Measure A at the Media Center 

 
¨ approved a letter/statement of support for the 801-840 

Alma family/workforce housing development proposal  
¨ learned that Program Planning will be at Alice Smith’s 

home on Jan. 23 
¨ voted to support the education committee’s proposal for 

a national Education Study 
¨ brainstormed ways for LWVPA to be involved in the 

topic that the board sees as our most important subject 
to address this year: State Governance Issues, and 

¨ reviewed the very successful Oct. 24 LWVC Fall Re-
gional Workshops, where we hosted 68 attendees from 
Northern California.    �  
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Submitted by Ellen Forbes 
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Make your reservations early by December 3 for the 
Winter Luncheon on Tuesday, December 8th.    
The cost for lunch is $28.00/person. 
 
Number attending_____ 
Please indicate your choice for yourself and each guest 
from the following menu option: 
 
* Salmon with rice pilaf and seasoned vegetables 
* Chicken Marcela with rice pilaf and seasoned vegeta-
bles 
* Vegetable pasta primavera with garlic bread 
* Eggplant parmesan with garlic bread 

 
A salad and dessert is included with all choices. 
 
Make your check payable to: 
The League of Women Voters of Palo Alto 
953 Industrial Avenue, Suite 113 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
 
You may phone in your reservation with the number at-
tending and menu choice and pay at the door (327-9148).  
�  
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Where: Alice Smith’s House (please see Membership Handbook for address) 
Directions: El Camino to Arastradero, left on Los Palos Ave (just after the fire station on the right), and left again on Los 
Palos Circle. 
 
9 am. Excellent Brunch provided by the board 
 
 Lively Discussion: National, Bay Area and Palo Alto issues 
 
 Tough Decisions: Recommendations for advocacy and a study we may want to make to LWVUS, LWVBA 
 and LWVPA (The Education Study Proposal is below in this VOTER) 
 
11:30 am. Adjourn �  

To: ALL LEAGUES for Your Program Planning 
 

PROPOSED 2009-2011 LWV US STUDY OF THE ROLE OF  
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 

 
PROPOSAL: To study the role of the federal government in public education, with a focus on 
(1) the basic goals of public education, (2) the role of the federal government in education policy-making, (3) the rela-
tionship between national, state, and local levels of education governance, including funding, and (4) the development of 
common standards. 
 
PURPOSE: To establish national League positions that would enable the League of Women Voters to 
• review, consider, evaluate and advocate for or against federal education legislation; to 
• advocate on issues related to what the federal role in public education should be; and to 
• join in coalition with other national organizations that speak out on issues of public education. 
 
LEAGUE STATUS QUO: Currently, LWV US addresses education issues only as they are covered by other national 
Social Policy positions, regarding fairness, and access to equal opportunity for women, minorities and for classes of stu-
dents requiring special protection or resources—poor children, special needs children, English learners (EL), and others 
currently denied equal educational opportunity. As education has historically been the responsibility of the individual 
states and school districts, studying and acting on education issues has been left to Leagues within these jurisdictions. A 
table summarizing current state League education positions can be found at http://www.sclaraco.calwvnet.org. 
 
BACKGROUND: The federal government is already heavily involved in funding, and establishing policy for all school 
districts receiving federal dollars. The Defense of Education Act of 1958 broke a long-standing taboo against direct fed-
eral aid to education. 
 
Before the current economic crunch, national direct investment averaged about 10% of state-level K-12 education budg-
ets across a wide range of programs, from Head Start and reduced-price school lunches to support for career education, 
homeless children, foster children and special education students. The recently reauthorized Higher Education Act ad-
dresses opportunities for many more students to afford college. 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, originally passed in 1965, (known in its 2002 renewal as No Child Left 
Behind) is itself currently undergoing major restructuring before it can be reauthorized. Data on the powerful effect of 
pre-school learning has also brought federal initiatives to expand educational opportunities for very young children. 
 
(continued on page 5) 
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PROPOSED 2009-2011 LWV US STUDY OF THE ROLE OF  
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 

 
(continued from page 4) 
 
Evidence from all over the country reveals that resources and levels of support are very unequally distributed among the 
states, within states and school districts. Everywhere, ineffective, and/or under-funded schools have been concentrated in 
neighborhoods with large populations of poor, and non-English speaking immigrants. Dropout rates averaging 25-30% 
across a state grow to more than 50% in these neighborhoods. 
 
An overarching concern with the quality and amount of learning achieved by our high school graduates has focused at-
tention on the misalignment of existing high-school graduation requirements and the preparation students will need to 
succeed in the workplace and postsecondary education. Education organizations representing education professionals, 
elected officials and private-sector executives have taken on the voluntary challenge of creating a set of national educa-
tional standards or guidelines to be used by states to replace the current individual state standards. 
 
RATIONALE: Across the country, education has been caught in the perfect storm of our current economic crisis. Peo-
ple are losing their jobs, their homes, their health insurance and their savings all at the same time. The recession has 
compounded the widespread misery by severely reducing state and local revenues. 
 
Funding for public education, which at one time came mostly from local property taxes (and still does in many locali-
ties), is now underwritten in most parts of the country by state income and sales taxes. When unemployment is high, tax 
revenue from these sources plummet. 
 
Even as educational resources at the state and local level have shrunk, observers pointing to the weak performance of 
U.S. students in standard international tests, are calling for millions more college graduates to fill the professional posi-
tions being vacated by retiring Baby Boomers if we are to retain our standing in the global economy. 
 
The new administration’s stimulus package (The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, or ARRA) is attempting to 
address the present contractions in state and local government revenues with large infusions of money attached to condi-
tions requiring greater accountability. To help states sustain school budgets, $55 billion has been allocated for education. 
Far more than in the past, the federal government is becoming involved in making policy as well as funding programs 
that will affect state and local school operations directly. 
 
The League’s basic, long-standing commitment to social policy issues such as children and families, equality of opportu-
nity, and good government underscores the need to involve ourselves with how these far-reaching changes in education 
will be shaped at the national level. Currently we have very little by way of relevant positions that enable us to speak 
directly to federal policy decisions affecting public schools. While there are many other constituent groups addressing 
education, we are uniquely positioned to advocate with a national public education position that will not be biased to-
ward one stakeholder or another. 
 
COST: We believe that most of the work of a study committee can be conducted like the immigration study—with 
online discussions and reporting, and conference calls. We estimate the cost of this two-year study to approximate the 
cost of the immigration study—mainly LWVUS staff time—for $30,000 to $35,000. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Doris Petersen, Nan Prince and Nancy Rogers, Palo Alto; Ellen Wheeler, Los Altos/Mountain View; Helene Lecar, 
Berkeley/Albany; Joanne Leavitt, Santa Monica  �  
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Peggy Kramer  

 
We are delighted to have 
you as a member.  �  

Last May, LWVPA’s Board of Directors discussed our 
League’s situation.  Like many other non-profits, we rec-
ognized that our environment is changing and our re-
sources are more limited than our aspirations.  
 
Consequently, the Board decided to embark on a strategic 
planning process to help us answer questions about our 
strategic priorities and the resulting resource implications. 
 
We elected to use a fast-track or “real-time” strategic 
planning process developed by David la Piana and Asso-
ciates, a local consulting firm focusing on non-
profits.  This has been used successfully by non-profits 
across the country, including, interestingly enough, our 
State League.  The goal of this methodology is to accom-
plish the objectives of strategic planning without bogging 
us down in a cumbersome and time-consuming process.  
 
A task force was appointed, including Doris Petersen, 
Phyllis Cassel, Mary Alice Thornton, and Karen Doug-
las.  The task force was charged with coordinating the 
process and preparing materials.  As part of the prepara-
tion, about fifteen LWVPA members participated in two 
preliminary meetings to analyze our competition and cur-

rent trends. 
 
Using the information collected at those meetings and 
from other research, the Board had a half-day retreat in 
July to kick-off the process.  While the strategic planning 
will continue, this session gave us a good start, including 
the identification of three initiatives:   
 
¨ Exploration and adoption of new (to us) technolo-

gies that would help improve our effectiveness and 
promote communication and involvement (led by 
Doris Petersen); 

¨ Development of a plan to attract new members and 
retain existing members, and to increase participa-
tion in League activities (led by Mary Alice Thorn-
ton and Virginia Pirrotta); and 

¨ Expansion of the database of potential non-member 
donors to improve the effectiveness of the League-
a-thon, our primary method of raising funds, other 
than membership dues (led by Veronica Tincher). 

 
These efforts will continue throughout the year.  If you 
have an interest in participating in any of these initiatives, 
please contact the leader.   �  
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Submitted by Karen Douglas 
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Members responded to several Calls to Action from LWVUS to support a public op-
tion in the Health Care Reform Bill in the House as the National League continued to 
take action in Washington, DC. 
 
Action to continue to support an effective Climate-Change bill was taken by LWVUS 
and local League members. 
 
The LWV Bay Area sent a letter to the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
(MTC) asking that the Climate Change Campaign contained in 
their 2035 Plan be implemented as scheduled. 
 
On the local level, we presented a statement of support for the affordable family/
workforce housing project at 801-840 Alma to the City 
Council. 
 
Irene Sampson, Action Chair.  �  



 

 

LWV of Palo Alto 

It’s easy to join the LWV —Do it now!  You will be glad you did. 
Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels:  National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto 

 
      Name________________________________________________________________________ 
      
      Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
      City_________________________________________________ Zip_____________________ 
 
      Phone (day)____________(evening)______________e:mail_____________________________ 
 

Annual Membership: $68.00    Additional membership, same address:  $34.00 
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Suite 113,  Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible. 

Men are encouraged 
to join.  

Dues grants are 
available.   

For 
information, call 

Membership 
Chair 

Mary Alice 
Thornton 

(650) 327-9148 

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffrage, now educates and advocates.  Anyone of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. 
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LWV members and friends are invited on Wednesday, 
December 16 to a program sponsored by the Peninsula 
Chapter of the World Affairs Council on "Nuclear Arms 
Control" with Matthew Rojansky, Executive Director of 
Partnership for a Secure America. Site: Los Altos Youth 
Center, 1 South San Antonio Rd., Los Altos. Refresh-
ments: 7 pm; program: 7:30 - 9 pm. Admission is free. 
For Information, call Carol Stevens (650) 494-0757. � �
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Welcome in the New Year with  the League 
potluck lunch at Veronica Tincher’s on Fri-

day, January 15, 2010 from 10 am - 1 pm. 
 
We will be discussing The Hemingses of Monticello: An 
American Family” by Annette Gordon-Reed.  This book 
is part biography and part social comment. It is, most of 
all, a condemnation of slavery. The Hemings family, 
about whom there is comparatively little documented his-
tory, is utilized primarily as supporting actors to demon-
strate both the logistics and psychological aspects of slav-
ery. Comments by a reviewer on Amazon. � �

Study books for the 2010 discussion year will be ordered 
in December for delivery in mid-January.  Please let 
Nancy Olson know if you would like to order a book.  No 
payment needed until the books arrive.  Don't miss this 
opportunity to discuss foreign policy questions that baffle 
those in power....     
 
SPECIAL ENVOYS:   Will the Obama administration's 
reliance on special envoys increase the ability of the U.S. 
to deal with major international issues........ 
KENYA AND R2P:   What lessons can be learned from 
the 2007 intervention in Kenya?  What does it mean for 
the UN's emerging "responsibility to 
protect" doctrine? 
GLOBAL CRIME:   What interna-
tional actors can effectively fight 
global organized crime?  How can 
countries better protect citizens seeking 
the benefits of a globalized world from 
being exploited? 

U.S.-CHINA SECURITY RELATIONS:   Will China's 
expanding military and economic power affect traditional 
U.S. roles and alliances in East Asia?  How will countries 
like Japan, South Korea and India respond? 
GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS:   How will govern-
ments and the world community respond to the global 
financial challenges? 
RUSSIA AND ITS NEIGHBORS:  Will Russia regain 
its traditional leadership role in the former Soviet satel-
lites? 
THE PERSIAN GULF:    Can the U.S. and its allies pre-
vent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons?  What will the 
fallout of withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq be? 
PEACE BUILDING AND CONFLICT RESOLU-
TION:   How can the U.S. successfully integrate the tools 
of peace building into its statecraft?  At what point do 
poverty, disease and climate change threaten national se-
curity? 
 
Discussions are held in February and March.   Join us. 
Contact Nancy Olson at 327-9148 � �
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LWV of Palo Alto 
953 Industrial Avenue, Suite 113 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(650) 327-9148 
 
 
Address Services Requested 
 
 
 
 
Dated Material 
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Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 72 
Palo Alto, CA 

�������������������������������������������� check for changes at  
http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html  

   

  December 

2 Wed 7:15pm. Board Meeting—at League Office 

8 Tues 11:30-1:30 pm. Winter Luncheon (see page 1) 

  January 

6 Wed 7:15pm. Board Meeting—at Doris Petersen’s 

8 Fri Noon—VOTER deadline 

13 Wed 10 am—noon. LWVSCC Council Meeting 

14  Thur 12-1:30pm. Inter-League Network-South, Office 
atrium 

15 Fri 9:15 am. VOTER Mailing, Channing House 

15 Fri 10 am-1:30pm. Book Group lunch, Veronica’s 

23 Sat 9am-noon. Program Planning, Alice Smith’s 

30 Sat 9-2 pm. BALD, Oakland—Climate Change 
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President Obama…………………………...(202) 456-1414 
����������	
����������
��� http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/  
 Senator Feinstein…………………………...(415) 393-0707  
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Senator Boxer……………………………......(415) 403-0100  
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Rep. Anna Eshoo…………………………....(650) 323-2984  
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Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ………...(415)703-2218  
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Senator Joe Simitian …………....…………..(650) 688-6384  
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Assemblyman Ira Ruskin  …………....…….(650) 691-2121  
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Supervisor Liz Kniss …………....…………..(650) 965-8737  
���������	
�� liz.kniss@bos.sccgov.org  
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Locate your elected officials with your street address 
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/ 


