
 

 

Melissa Baten Caswell directed her talk towards answering three questions: 
 

 What are the various sources of school funding in addition to property 

taxes? 
~86% from local sources, including property tax, parcel tax, lease in-
come, donations, and to a smaller extent, interest income, fees, reim-
bursements.   
~12% from the state-much of this money is restricted as to how it can 
be used; less than 1% from the lottery. 
~2% from the Federal government; a good portion of this money is 
earmarked for special education. 
 

What is the impact on our budget in these tough times of lower prop-

erty taxes, Sacramento budget cuts, etc.? 
Of the unrestricted funds, 72% comes from property taxes.  The chal-
lenge here is that property tax revenue is variable. For example in 2001-
2002, property tax revenue grew by 12.7%; two years later, this dropped 
to 0.38% growth.  Adding to this the highly variable student enrollment, 
you can see why the budget projections are not always on the mark. 
 

Ours is a basic aid school district.  PAUSD is funded heavily from prop-
erty taxes, which is not completely stable, but is buffered during eco-
nomic downturns. Revenue limit school districts, which depend heavily 
on state funding, suffer when the state revenues fall. 
 

One reason that basic aid school districts need adequate cash reserves is 
that unlike revenue limit school districts which know their budget on the 
11th day of the school year, our district doesn’t know the property tax 
revenue until close to the end of the year.  Our reserve funds are around 
$22 million. 
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The state has made deep cuts in 
categorical (restricted) funding.  In 
turn, the Board has worked hard to 
minimize the pain of these cuts.   
 
• In K-3, class sizes have increased 

from 20 students to 22 students.  
Research has not shown that the 
smallest class sizes outperform 
moderate class sizes. 

• Administration staff size has been 
reduced through a hiring freeze. 

• Health care costs contributions 
for staff have been decreased. 

Speaker Melissa Baten Caswell & 

LWVPA President Phyllis Cassel 
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Greetings everyone! 
 
This is the beginning of a new League year! First let us thank Doris Petersen for 
making all the arrangements for the annual meeting and everyone else that helped 
with the multiple tasks that must be completed to have an effective, meaningful, and 
fun annual meeting.  
 
 But now it is time to look forward.  At the LWVUS national level I expect that we 
will be studying the Federal Role in Education. I am guessing that the issues for 
emphasis will be  improving the environment and approving the latest Nuclear Dis-
armament treaty. LWVC will continue to work towards budget and government re-
form. Do Vote for Proposition 15 on the June Ballot! The Bay Area League expects 
water will be the big issue again next year. There will be a state wide water bond 
measure on the ballot, a new plan for a Delta peripheral water canal is moving for-
ward, and issues surround our Hetch Hetchy water supply.  Will we support or op-
pose proposed solutions? How will we have an influence on the proposals? Here in 
Palo Alto we voted to monitor and act, as appropriate, on issues surrounding the 
Housing Element, the Comprehensive Plan as a whole, and the Stanford Hospital 
Expansion.  Decisions should (I say hopefully) be made by the city  within the next 
12 months on all three issues. And of course, there are the fall state elections with 
numerous ballot measures that will follow the June primary.  
 
Do we have enough on our plate?  Some other issue related to our positions will 
surely arise but we will take that as it comes.  Our next formal meeting will be the 
Summer Social in August.  See you then if not before!   
 
Phyllis Cassel,   
President LWVPA n 

Ideas Wanted!Ideas Wanted!Ideas Wanted!Ideas Wanted!    
 
 
Program planning for 
the coming year will 
start soon. Do you 
have an issue that you 
would like to know 
more about?   Have a 
subject that you ea-
gerly want to discuss?  
 
Please let Mary Alice 
Thornton, Irene 
Sampson, Phyllis Cas-
sel or any board mem-
ber know.  We will be 
planning next year’s 
program soon.    
 
Phyllis Cassel,   
President LWVPA n 



 

 

LWV of Palo Alto 3 June/July 2010 

LWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book GroupLWV Palo Alto Book Group        
Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!         

Friday, July 23, 10 am - noon 
Doris Petersen's 

 
Freedom for the Thought That We Hate: A Biogra-

phy of the First Amendment by Anthony Lewis 
 
Anthony Lewis, a long-time columnist and a one-
time reporter for the New York Times, writes “This 
book is a history of the First Amendment and the 
twisting, torturous road taken to get from 1791 when 
the amendment was added to the Constitution to the 
freedoms we now enjoy due to the inclusion of the 
amendment. It has been a long bumpy road and get-
ting to the point we are at now was not easy” 

Submitted by Doris Petersen nnnn  

May 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board SummaryMay 2010 Board Summary        
 

  
• We were given ads in the Palo Alto 

Weekly/Online and the Mountain View Voice for 
the LWV’s two forums (judges and sheriff/
DA).   The Weekly also gave us an ad for our 
Pros and Cons meetings. 

  
• Doris, Mary Alice, Veronica and Ellen will an-

swer League calls on June 8, Election Day.   
  
• Ellen gave out Prop 15 (Fair Elections) buttons 

and brochures, then noted both the Mercury 
News’s endorsement and the LWV County 
Council’s letter to the editors of the Mercury and 
the Weekly in support of the measure.  

  
• Irene has served as LWVPA’s representative to 

the Chamber of Commerce’s Govt. Action Com-
mittee for many years and, although it is a great 
group, she is ready for a replacement. 

 
• LWVUS will soon begin phasing out the cate-

gory of “national members,” which has been a 
helpful tool for our local membership efforts. 

 
• The board began a discussion about League pol-

icy in regard to announcing, endorsing, publiciz-
ing, and/or co-sponsoring non-League 
events.  Many more such requests arrive than we 
can handle.   

 
• In response to LWVC, Phyllis wrote to Rep. 

Anna Eshoo expressing concern that she is sup-
porting a proposition that would rescind Prop 11, 
the Redistricting Act.  In her reply, Congress-
woman Eshoo said that she no longer supports 
Prop 11 for a series of reasons. Phyllis might re-
spond, citing the banana district that includes 
Gilroy and Palo Alto, which was developed when 
the Water District ignored the redistricting com-
mission’s recommendations. Editor’s note: Wa-

ter District Board has corrected this matter. 
 

Submitted by Ellen Forbes nnnn 

Action Action Action Action Action Action Action Action ---------------- Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
 

Everyone's been busy, haven't you? The 
house needs cleaning, the garden needs wa-

tering and weeding, company's coming, you have 
been traveling or getting ready to travel, etc., but in 
between many of you have found time to attend 
meetings for the League, write letters or e-mails 
about League positions on issues, distribute elec-
tion materials, read and analyze reports... 
the list goes on. 
 
In the process, I hope we have all learned some-
thing new and helped other members and people in 
the community learn something, too.  Remember 
that part of our mission is to encourage informed 
and involved participation in government. 
 
Thanks to all of you who indicated an interest in 
becoming involved in some of our study/action 
groups this coming year.  You will all be contacted 
soon about more specifics (we have lots of ideas!), 
so keep that enthusiasm level high. 

 
Irene Sampson, Action Chair n 
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Even though the passage of Proposition A (parcel tax) saved over 100 teachers jobs, the district will need t o 
dip into reserve funds. 
 

How is PAUSD facing the future, and managing the ups and downs of the economy? 
McKinsey Consulting Firm has volunteered time to develop a strategic plan for the district. They have 
looked at other countries for successful ideas, such as hiring outstanding teachers and helping them develop 
effective teaching methods. n 

The June ballot contains several hotly contested local races- the District Attorney, Sheriff, and 

State Assembly offices. However, their candidate statements are not in your California 

Official Voter Information Guide.  How can you learn more about these and other candidates? 

TTTTTTTTrrrrrrrryyyyyyyy        SSSSSSSSmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrtttttttt         VVVVVVVVooooooootttttttteeeeeeeerrrrrrrr        
 

Here’s how:   Go to- http://www.smartvoter.org/ 

Fill in this box 

  FIND MY BALLOT   

Find your own personal ballot with your polling location and information about candidates and ballot measures, and election 

results (as available*).     Enter your:  

Street Address:  

Zip Code:         

Election:  

Find ballot & polling place
 

Your address is confidential. Read privacy policy.  
*Ballot and polling place lookup available in participating states and counties. 

 

 After  clicking on “Find ballot & polling place”,  you’ll be directed to a page with details on your ballot.  Scroll 

down until  you find the office you want.   
 

Below is an example for the State Assembly. For any candidate whose name is underlined, find more information 

by clicking on the name. Note that on Smart Voter, you can find more details on candidates Kishimoto, Gordon, 

and Becker.  The underlining is not shown here for these names. 

State Assembly  

Member of the State Assembly; District 21; Democratic Party   
• Yoriko Kishimoto, Democratic  
• Rich Gordon, Democratic  

• Josh Becker, Democratic  

Member of the State Assembly; District 21; Republican Party   
• Greg Conlon, Republican  

Member of the State Assembly; District 21; Libertarian Party   
• Ray M. Bell, Jr., Libertarian  
 

 

Continued from page 1 
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Men are encouraged 

to join.  
Dues grants are 

available.   
For 

information, call 
Membership 

Chair 
Virginia Pirrotta

(650) 327-9148 

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffrage, now educates and advocates.  Anyone of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. 
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Welcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the LeagueWelcome to the League        
 

Gloria Otto  
Leila Shohet  

 

 

We are delighted to have you as  
members. n 

It’s easy to join the LWV —Do it now!  You will be glad you did. 

Joining at the local level makes you a member at all levels:  National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto 
 

      Name________________________________________________________________________ 
      

      Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 

      City_________________________________________________ Zip_____________________ 
 

      Phone (day)____________(evening)______________e:mail_____________________________ 
 

Annual Membership: $70.00    Additional membership, same address:  $35.00 
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Suite 113,  Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible. 

Candidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates ForumsCandidates Forums         
 

Our April Candidates Forum for Santa Clara 
County Superior Court Judgeships was lively 

and informative. If you missed the Forum or wish to see 
other Candidates Forums for the June Primary, go to the 

Midpeninsula Community Media Center's web site: http://

www. communitymediacenter.net/ and click on the link 
"Primary Election 2010" where you'll find all the broadcasts 

and videos. 
 

Many thanks to Ellen Smith, moderator, Trina Lovercheck 

and Carol Stevens, question sorters, Relly Davidson, t imer 

and Barbara Klein, Nancy Olson, Lee Sendelbeck, and Pat 
Bendigkeit, greeters and question collectors. 
 

Submitted by Veronica Tincher, assisted by Pat Bendigkeit nnnn 

Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your Important Update on your         
League Membership League Membership League Membership League Membership League Membership League Membership League Membership League Membership         

RenewalRenewalRenewalRenewalRenewalRenewalRenewalRenewal        
 
At the May 8 Annual Meeting, the membership ap-

proved an increase of the annual dues to $70 for an 

individual membership, $35 for the 2nd member of 
the same household,  and $35 for a student mem-
bership. This covers the cost of the increase in the Per 

Member Payment to LWVC and LWVUS.  LWV of 
Palo Alto keeps less than 25% of the dues.   

 

Your Membership Renewal Letter and Statement will 
arrive by late June or early July.  We ask that you 
update information  about your address, phone num-

ber and email address for the new handbook to be 
printed in late August.  

 
Please send your renewal check & statement to the 

League office as early as possible but certainly by Au-

gust 14th so you will be current in the new directory.  
 

Thank you! 

 
Submitted by Virginia Pirrotta & Luise Maier, Membership 
n 

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!                We would like to thank 

the following people for making the assem-

bly and delivery of the March VOTER possi-

ble:  Jean Colby, Vivian Blomenkamp, 
Isabel Arabian, Geri Stewart, Barbara 

Bowden, Mitzi Henderson , Diana Steeples, Al-
pha Crews, Mary Ann Michel , Leila Shohet. 
 

We would also like to thank Sally Probst and James 
G. Moore for proofreading the VOTER. 

Submitted by the editor 

 
 
Many thanks to Pat Bendigkeit, Phyllis Cassel, 
Relly Davidson, Pat Saffir, Irene Sampson, 
Betty Gerard and Liza Taft for their help in mail-

ing the Pros & Cons for the June Primary Election to 

our members and community donors. 
Submitted by Mary Alice Thornton & Veronica Tincher n 
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CALENDAR    is constantly  updated at   

http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html  

   June 

2 Wed 7 pm. Old Board/New Board, Veronica  

  Tincher’s. 

8 Tue Primary Election 

15 Tue LWVUS Convention in Atlanta 
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UNITED STATES 
President Obama…………………………...(202) 456-1414 
 Send e-mail messages to- http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/  

 Senator Feinstein…………………………...(415) 393-0707  
 Send e-mail-http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUS.EmailMe 
Senator Boxer……………………………......(415) 403-0100  
 Send e-mail - http://boxer.senate.gov/contact/email/policy.cfm 

Rep. Anna Eshoo…………………………....(650) 323-2984  
Send e-mail  - http://eshoo.house.gov/ 

 

CALIFORNIA 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ………...(415)703-2218  
Send e-mail messages via website - http://gov.ca.gov/interact 
Senator Joe Simitian …………....…………..(650) 688-6384  
Send e-mail messages via website-http://www.senatorsimitian.com/main/contact 
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin  …………....…….(650) 691-2121  
Send e-mail -http://legplcms01.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=AD21& 

 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
Supervisor Liz Kniss …………....…………..(650) 965-8737  
Send e-mail -liz.kniss@bos.sccgov.org  

 

LWVC GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT 

Locate your elected officials with your street address 
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/ 

June 8 

 

 
 


