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��The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and involved  par-
ticipation in government through voter service and it in� uences public policy through education and advocacy. 

��

The League welcomes articles, please submit them to: lwvpaoffice@gmail.com . Deadline is first Friday 
after the first Wednesday of each month. 
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Greetings everyone! 
 
It is election season here in our League office, in League 
homes, on our phones, and absolutely on our computers. 
 
Our League is busy!  With so many people voting via 
“Vote by Mail” ballots, the work that was started last 
month will peak with our candidates events during the 
first week in October.  
· Voter registration will continue until the registration 

deadline on October 19.    
· Pro and Con events happen as long as organizations 

want them, but again the hardest part is in the prepa-
ration and that first presentation.   

· Our voter service work also involves dissemination 
of a written Voters Guide and our very successful 
SMART VOTER website. All the candidates are 
invited to participate on this site. There are rules 
about appropriate language and speaking about one-
self, not denigrating the opposition; otherwise, a 
large portfolio can be included. All of this must be 
publicized.  

· Some of our members work at the elections as poll 
workers or other positions. And some of those peo-
ple donate their stipend to the League. Your per-
sonal hours and your dollars support our good work.   

 
Voters Service work is a basic piece of League activity 

and a gift to the community. Thank you for contribut-
ing in whatever way you can.   

                                                                Phyllis Cassel 

LWV of Palo Alto 

The League Makes a Difference! 
Volunteers are needed for all sorts of activities to help 
with Voters Service in this Fall’s elections. You can 
help with short, one-time participation, and get involved 
in the buzz. 

Here are a few things going on, and contacts to get 
more information: 

City Council Candidates: See Calendar for dates.         
Volunteers are needed to help prepare signs and name 
tags, set up rooms, greet candidates, collect questions 
and sort questions. Contact Pat Bendigkeit (852-9711). 

Voter Registration: Visit sites where registration activi-
ties are held. Distribute voter registration materials. 
Contact Elizabeth “Liza” Taft (494-3146).  

Speakers Bureau: Present Pros and Cons of the local 
Ballot Measure and other topics of interest for group 
and public meetings.  Training will be available.     
Contact Sara Whitehead (380-2178) . 

Other Activities: Contact and monitor candidates for 
participation in Smart Voter. Help prepare and mail 
Voter Guide. Contact  Veronica Tincher (857-0907). 
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 Health Care Reform is at the top of many agendas, 
including Congress.  League members have been 
responding to Calls For Action  from LWVUS  
urging our representatives to work for a strong bill 
which would guarantee quality, affordable health 
care for all U.S. residents.  An excellent forum on 
July 24 provided information and  inspiration for 
all attendees to take a variety of actions to keep up 
the pressure on legislators to pass a real health care 
reform measure before we lose the current 
"window of opportunity".  
Our members are continuing actions on local 
concerns as well:  
·   We spoke to the Architectural Review Board 

(ARB) in support of the 801 & 841 Alma 
workforce housing proposal . 

·    We are following the work of composting 
task force as their report will have impacts on 
our Baylands, recycling, air quality and other 
environmental issues. 

  
                                                                                  
                                   Irene Sampson, Action Chair 
  
 

7:00 pm Registration 
7:15      Welcome and announcements 
7:20      California’s Budget and the 

Economy 
7:45      Q&A 
8:10  Break 
8:20       LWV Palo Alto Program for 

2009-10 
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Stephen Levy is the Director and Senior Economist 
of the Center for Continuing Study of the California 
Economy (CCSCE) in Palo Alto. CCSCE is a private 
research organization founded in 1969 to provide an 
independent assessment of economic and demo-
graphic trends in California. 
 
CCSCE prepares long-term economic and demo-
graphic projections for public and private sector or-
ganizations in California.  Stephen Levy is the prin-
cipal author of CCSCE’s annual report series on the 
California economy including the 2006 edition of 
California Economic Growth. These CCSCE’s an-
nual reports have acquired a national reputation for 
credible and independent analyses. 

For the past several years Steve has worked exten-
sively on how the state budget and economy are re-
lated. He created the California Budget Challenge 
and Budget IQ Quiz in partnership with Next Ten. 
Steve has also worked with the Rockefeller and San 
Francisco Foundations to present workshops that 
serve as a forum for discussing the relationship be-
tween the state economy and budget. 

He is a member of the NOVA (Silicon Valley) 
Workforce Board and an advisor to the California 
Economic Strategy Panel. 

Stephen Levy has degrees in economics from MIT 
and Stanford University. Steve lives in Palo Alto 
with his wife, Nancy, and their two children.  

Steve is often asked to speak before public and pri-
vate groups and has a reputation for being frank and 
provocative. 
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LWV Health Care Reform Since 1989 - Geri Stewart, 

Social Policy Director, LWV-Palo Alto 
 
Beginning in 1989, the LWVCA was the driving force 
behind LWVUS adopting a national study of health care 
reform in 1990.  This resulted in LWVUS approving of 
positions in 1993 on which health care action is based 
today.  
 
Since 1993 the League has taken action for meaningful 
health care reform, launching educational forums with the 
Kaiser Family Foundation and other corporate sponsors, 
working collaboratively with White House staff, and testi-
fying to congressional committees, including support for 
a single-payer system. 
 
 

Change We Can Believe in: The International  
Experience and Health Care Reform – A Case for  

Single Payer.  Dr. Claudia Chaufan, MD, PhD UCSF, 
California Physicians Alliance (CAPA) 

 
All developed democracies except the United States offer 
a single-payer health care system.  Health care is viewed 
as a service and right of citizenship, not a market driven, 
for-profit product.  
 
First Policy Principle.  Single payer systems share two 
goals which result in universal coverage and cost savings: 
the goal of eliminating financial barriers to health care 
(health equity) and the commitment to the best strategies 
to control costs. These goals are achieved  using these 
methods.  
· Risk pooling, (risk is spread over the entire population 

rather than borne by an individual). 
· Bulk purchasing (economic scale drives down costs). 
· Cross-subsidizing (diverse populations—age, gender, 

sick, well— are in one pool.) Costs are controlled be-
cause those who require the most medical care are  

 offset by the majority who are healthy.  Twenty percent 
of the population use 86% of the care.  This system is 
effective only for a large random pool. 

· Non-medical services are not provided.  
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What Problems Are We Trying to Solve?  
Giorgio Piccagli, PhD, MPH President,  

CaPublic Health Association-North 
 

The current U.S. health care system does not work for 
many—45 million Americans are uninsured or one in  
six.  60% of current bankruptcies have a health care com-
ponent and most suffering bankruptcy for medical reasons 
have insurance.  Being insured does not mean having ac-
cess to medical care. 
· Overspending does not make best health plan. U.S. 

health care costs are disproportionately higher than 
other countries. Health care costs doubled as a percent 
of gross domestic product (GDP) between 1970-2010 
and are expected to rise from 15% to 20% of GDP in 
the next decade.   

· Fairness of the financial contribution, the U.S. ranks 
54th of 55 nations, according to World Health  

 Organization (WHO).  
· Cost does not equate to quality. U.S. life expectancy 

is 78 years, below the industrial world average.  Cancer/
CVD rates are higher than Canada, England and most 
European countries.  Preventable hospital deaths in the 
U.S. are 100,000/year; preventable deaths among the 
uninsured are 18,000/year—both higher than developed 
countries with single-payer systems. 

 
 

Current Proposals: How Can a Public Plan Work?  
Deborah LeVeen, PhD, Professor Emerita, SF State 

 
The Gateway plan or Hybrid approach currently in the 
U.S. Senate is similar to the Massachusetts Healthcare 
Plan.   
· The plan would be mandatory for uninsured individuals 

and small businesses, and penalties may be imposed on 
individuals who have no coverage. 

· The plan would be an expansion of existing public pro-
grams (increased eligibility), Medicaid and SCHIP. 

· Cost containment and savings would be achieved by 
increasing efficiency and quality care through delivery 
and payment reforms.   
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What’s on the Table Now? What We Can Do About It? Ellen Shaffer, PhD Co-Director, Center for Policy Analysis 
 

• Health Care in California: In 2006, 6.6 million residents were uninsured. Health care spending grows two to three 
times faster than CA economy; health insurance premiums grow significantly faster than overall health care spending.  

• Cost: Of the $2.5 trillion the U.S. spends annually for health care, 30% is spent on administration and profit. 
 
Movement toward reform: What is under discussion? 
• Five congressional committees with legislative proposals 
 Senate: Finance (Baucus) and HELP (Kennedy/Dodd) 
 House: Energy and Commerce (Waxman) Eshoo serves; Ways and Means (Starke-Health SubCom) 
 Education and Labor (Miller); Speaker Pelosi: House Working Group 
• Cost Control Similar to Medicare: Government authority to constrain health care spending; incentives to  

reorganize delivery system; negotiate drug prices. 
• Public Plan Option: Choice within Health Insurance Exchange; enrollee can choose a plan like Medicare,  
 giving government authority to constrain spending.  
• How to pay for health care reform: Present plans are not budget neutral according to Central Budget Office.  
  If new savings are implemented, no new funding is needed; otherwise expect proposed taxes on wealthy >$350K/yr  
· Learn more:  http://www.centerforpolicyanalysis.org/ (Website address). 
  Interested parties can join a listserv at - equal@list.equalhealth.info (e-mail address) 
 
 
 

Prevention and Health Policy. Marisel Brown, MPH, MBA, Public Health Institute 
 
Contributions to premature death:  Healthcare effects, 10%: genetics, 30%; behavior,  40%  
Ms. Brown discussed current legislation for health choices and how healthy lifestyles result in good health.  
 
 

Patient and Physician Needs. Li-hsia Wang, pediatrician (retired) 
 
Problems of the present system in a clinical setting: 
Equality concerns.  The uninsured are charged at a rate significantly higher than those of the insured, so that those who 

are less able to pay are charged more.  
Current system impedes quick treatment. The treatment of all patients is delayed 15-20 minutes until eligibility can 

be checked. 
Everyone is affected.  The paperwork hassle affects everyone.  Denial of services doesn’t just affect uninsured.  If an 

uninsured person on a bus or airplane has active TB, even those with good health care will be affected. 
The American Medical Association represents only 30% of all health care workers, and hence is not the best voice for 

health care.  Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP) has more support among health care workers. 
 
 

Keeping Hospitals Serving and Solvent. James Murphy, Director of Planning and Business Development of Santa 
Clara Valley Health and Hospital Systems 

 
Mr. Murphy discussed why the business of health care is not sustainable.  While demand is increasing because of in-
creasing obesity and an aging population, government payments have been cut back since the last recession.  Medical 
reimbursement comes only from the federal government, not from the state, so that hospitals are recouping only 50% of  
fees from the government.   
 
In addition, the number of physicians specializing in internal medicine is decreasing, and patients’ needs are left unat-
tended.  Later we heard from one insured teacher who couldn’t get her broken arm set because of lack of doctors.  
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Statement of Financial Condition       
          
Assets 6/30/2009 6/30/2008   
  Checking  $         2,174  $           8,564   
  Savings           25,343             18,876   
  Jane Goldstein Bequest               965                  948   
  Scholarship Fund               219                    22   
  Samuel Taylor Fund             2,612               2,814   
  Postage Accounts               403                  404   
  Total  $       31,715  $          31,627   
  Education Fund  $         9,819  $          15,079   
  Total Assets  $       41,534  $          46,706   
          
Liabilities and Net Assets       
  Total Liabilities  $              -  $                -   
  Total Net Assets           41,534             46,706   
  Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $       41,534  $          46,706   
          
          
Statement of Activities     Variance: 
  (7/1/08 - 6/30/09) Actual Budget Fav/ (Unfav) 
Income       
  Dues  $       10,115  $          15,504  $          (5,389) 
  Contributions from Members             2,620               3,600                 (980) 
  Contributions from Others             4,064               5,100              (1,036) 
  Meeting Fees             3,289               1,000               2,289 
  Reimbursements                  -                    -                    - 
  Other             6,187               2,040               4,147 
  From Education Fund           12,438             10,700               1,738 
  Total Income  $       38,714  $          37,944  $              770 
          
Expense       
  Administration  $       12,085  $          12,610  $              525 
  PMP           11,523             11,803                  281 
  Service to Members             9,275               7,000              (2,275) 
  Service to Community             4,404               4,325                   (79) 
  Action               542                  750                  208 
  Program & Study                 17                  200                  183 
  Fund Raising               781               1,200                  419 
  Other                  -                    -                    - 
  Total Expense  $       38,626  $          37,888  $             (738) 
          
Net Gain/(Loss)  $             88  $                56  $           1,507 
          
Education Fund Income       
  Contributions from Members  $         2,590  $           5,000  $          (2,410) 

  
Contributions from Non-Members 
 & Other Sources             4,589               6,000              (1,411) 

  Total Income  $         7,179  $          11,000  $          (3,821) 
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LWV of Palo Alto 

It’s easy to join the LWV —Do it now!  You will be glad you did. 
Joining at the local level  makes you a member at all levels:  National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto 

 
      Name________________________________________________________________________ 
      
      Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
      City_________________________________________________ Zip_____________________ 
 
      Phone (day)____________(evening)______________e:mail_____________________________ 
 

Annual Membership: $68.00    Additional membership, same address:  $34.00 
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible. 

Men are encouraged 
to join.  

Dues grants are 
Available.   

For 
Information, call 

Membership 
Chair 

Mary Alice 
Thornton 

(650) 327-9148 

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffrage, now educates and advocates.  Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. 

7 
Sept 2009 

 
The League of Palo Alto expresses its  
sympathy to the family and friends of 
 
ROBERT HENSHEL  
 
upon learning of his recent death.  
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At its July meeting, your board: 

· approved four new directors: Pat Bendigkeit 
(Candidate Forums), Betty Gerard (Publicity), 
Virginia Pirrotta (Membership Co-chair), and 
Relly Davidson (VOTER Co-editor).   

 

And heard reports on: 
* a recent California Avenue area public meeting, 

where there was consensus that any increase in 
housing density should be in mixed-use areas and 
that the Avenue’s ambience should be preserved 
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Mitzi Henderson 

Annie Folger 
Luella Phelps 

Ann Reisenauer  
 
 

We are delighted to have you  
as members. 

 
If you haven’t sent in your membership renewal, 
please do so right away! 
 
Maintaining our membership enables us to carry 
out the good work of the League. �
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LWV members and friends are invited to the fall 
Kick-Off of the Peninsula Chapter of the World Af-
fairs Council on Sunday, September 27 with Larry 
Diamond, Director of the Center on Democracy De-
velopment and the Rule of Law at Stanford Univer-
sity, who will speak on The Fate of Global Democ-
racy in Hard Times.  
 
Site: a private estate in Atherton.  
Directions provided with registration.  
 
World Affairs Council Members: $10; Students w/
ID: $5; Nonmembers: $15.  
Prepaid reservations required by September 24.  
 
Check in: 2:30 pm;  
Program: 3:00 pm;  
Reception: 4:30 pm.  
 
To register, call (415) 293-4600 or email the Council 
at registration@wacsf.org.  
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�������������������������������������������� check for changes at  
http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html 

3 Tue Election, City Council  and Ballot Measure 

4 Wed 7:15pm Board Meeting 

2 Wed 7:15pm  Board Meeting 

4 Fri Noon  Voter Deadline 

10 Thur Noon-1:30pm  IN—South, Office Atrium,     
brown bag lunch 

30 Wed 7:15pm Board Meeting 

22 Tues 7-9pm Fall Kick-off Meeting 

18 Fri Book Group at Peterson’s 

September 

November 

 
 




6 Tues 7-9 pm City Council Candidates Forum,         
Lucie Stern Community Center 

9 Fri Noon  Voter Deadline 

10 Sat 1:30-3:30pm  City Council Candidates Forum 
Unitarian Universalist Church 

LWV of Palo Alto 

8 Sept 2009 

 President Obama……………………………...(202) 456-1414 
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