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STANFORD HOSPITALS

EXPANSION

The Benefits and Impacts
September 21 from 7 — 9 pm
Lucie Stern Community Center,
Community Room
1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto
damage - San Fern
Speaker- Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager VA Hospitalin C 0w
for the City of Palo Alto, assisted by Palo Alto
City staff and Stanford Hospital staff

The proposed plans for the Stanford University
Medical Center are to:

- Rebuild Stanford Hospital & Clinics and the
Emergency Department (which serves both Hos-
pitals) to meet seismic-safety requirements and
capacity needs
Modernize and expand Lucile Packard Children’s
Hospital to meet capacity needs
Replace the School of Medicine facilities to meet
new seismic-safety standards and to accommo-
date modern technology
Renovate Hoover Pavilion, the original Palo Alto
Hospital, to accommodate community physicians
whose practices will need to be relocated

How will these rebuilt facilities function in an earth-
quake?

How will this larger complex affect traffic?

And what about private hospital rooms, increased
employment, a special hospital zone, sustainable
features, taller buildings, the village concept layout?
How will this development fit into the city?

How will all of this affect you?

Join us! Bring a friend and bring your questions.
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See further information on page 4.

The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political The League welcomes articles. Please
organization that encourages informed and involved submit them tolwvpaoffice@gmail.com

participation in government through voters service, and Deadline is the first Monday after the first
in uences public policy through education and advocacy. Tuesday of each month.




Warm greetings to all,

It is a quiet, sunny summer day with a light breeze igw
through the trees. My feet are elevated and the catsiggling on the
warm cement like worms just dug from the garden. HaluofBoard is
on holiday; the other half leaves next week. A decision opd3iton 8
is due in an hour or so. | am almost afraid to ligtetne news. While
any decision today will be appealed, it is the final denishat |
fear. What if marriage for all isn't approved? Whahi fear of some-
thing that appears to be different prevails?

My older son, who lives in Massachusetts, said that poi
their state’s court decision there were dire predictiond dfiat would
happen if marriage-for-all became law. The day afterdecision was
announced, nothing happened nor the next day, nor the nexte By t
time the Massachusetts legislature tried to place aggffior all on the
ballot, the legislature could not muster the votes tofagh an amend-
ment of disapproval. As time has passed, there istes$ess opposi-

Without a quorum, the four board mem-
bers present convened a committee of the
whole and reviewed the items on the
agenda.

The Emergency Action Committee had
earlier voted to co-sponsor a candidates
forum for the U.S. Senate as well as a
forum about the Santa Clara Valley Wa-
ter District, which the board had at first
declined to do.

Trina reported that we are also planning
a combined forum for the £4Congres-
sional District and 21 Assembly District
candidates. It will be on Saturday, Sept.
25, 2:00-4:00 pm, at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church in Palo Alto.

tion. Society did not collapse. Some people gained reapddegal
rights. Others lost nothing. As time goes on, there issraod more
support for same sex marriage. He claims it would beigadlit im-
possible now to go back. | wish the same for Califorawal the nation.

Meanwhile read on for more about the elections and the Sta

ford Hospital expansion.

With respect,

Phyllis

The group suggested that the board meet
soon, possibly on Thursday, Aug. 19,
with a special focus on the upcoming
local, water district, county and state bal-
lot measures.

Submitted by Ellen Forbes, Secretary
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Saturday, September 25 from 2-4 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto
505 East Charleston Road, Palo Alto

California State Assembly Candidates
21st Assembly District

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE District 14
Congressional Candidates

Forum is sponsored by the Leagues of Women Voters
Palo Alto and Los Altos/Mountain View for the November 2010
General Election. Save the date! Final details wilbbkne.

Other community, non-partisan groups invited to co-
sponsor.

Please participate in some way - from volunteering §s 3
out question cards, be a question sorter, and attendingpliin-
teer contact Trina Loverchecktahalovercheck@mac.cowor
650-494-8520.

Bring your friends and come to be informed.
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Wednesday, October 6 at 7 pm
Los Altos Library, 13 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos

Panelists:

Cathy Lazarus --Retired Director of Public Works, @tyountain View
Susanne Wilson -Chair of the Santa Clara Valley Watstribi
(SCVWD) Redistricting Committee

Terry Trumbull - Environmental Studies Professor

The SCVWD impacts your life everyday. Its mandate is
provide us with clean, reliable water, and flood protecaiod to
ensure healthy creeks and ecosystems. It is governed bgciods.
On November 2 you will be asked to elect a director poasent
our district to this board.

Do you know the issues? The future of water supply in
California is precarious with aging infrastructure, coméd urban
growth, the effects of climate change, minimal consemmaaind
other environmental concerns. Locally, the 2008-2009 Santa
County Civil Grand Jury Report and recent articleghenSan Jose
Mercury News have been critical of how the Water Dishias

been governed. Now is your chance to learn what the isseiesi@r

to judge for yourself. Your vote for a director from Dist 7 will
be important. Make yours a more informed vote in Novembe

The League of Women Voters has put together a pane
discuss water issues as they relate to our communitshartsanta
Clara Valley Water District.
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Saturday, September 25 from 9:30-12:30 pm
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library,
MLK Room 225/229
150 East San Fernando Street, San Jose

Are you concerned about the State budget? Are

of you frustrated by the endless delays involved in
getting the budget passed? Do you wonder why
the budget is always late? Join the League of
Women Voters San Jose/Santa Clara and The
Silicon Valley Collaborative for Reform at a
highly interactive free event where you will ex-

@ perience the choices confronting law makers as
they draft our state budgets. Register now. Seat-
ing is limited. Registeleague@Iwvsjsc.orgr
408-271-7163.

# #

Wednesday, September 29
from7 -9 pm
Los Altos High School Theatre
201 Almond Ave., Los Altos

A distinguished and expert panel of local experts:
- Chief Scott Vermeer, Mountain View Police
Department
- Public Defender Mary Greenwood, Santa
Clara County
to. Judge Duong, Santa Clara County Superior
Court alcohol court

JUSTICE

Welcome and introductions by Ellen Wheeler,
Social Policy Director of the League of Women
Voters of California and Laura Casas

Frier, Foothill-De Anza Community College
Board Trustee.

5| Moderator: Grace Mah, Vice President, Santa
~%ara County Board of Education.

*BONUS* The first 100 attendees will receive copies
of the California State Bar publications for parents
and teen§Vhat You Need to Know When You Turn 18
andYour Rights From A-ZCopies of these publica-
tions are available in English and Spanish.

to

Spanish translation of the forum will be provided.

LWV of Palo Alto
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& ) % * center and the addition of a hotel. Those plans wete wi

drawn to keep the focus on the hospital renovation and
expansion. Renovation or replacement of the emergency
room is mandatory so that it will function in the eveha
major earthquake.

The Stanford Hospitals, clinics and medical
school will affect all of us. The hospital and clinicer
vide direct medical care to our community, research in
new medical solutions, and education for our doctors and
related medical personnel. They will increase employ-
ment by 2,000+ people long term, and many more con-

struction-related jobs. The buildings are more massive
The Stanford Hospital Expansion involves Stan- and traffic will be increased. Some air pollution riegu
ford Hospital, Packard Children’s Hospital, expanded ments will be exceeded.

clinic and medical office space and replacement of the The LWVPA has not made any public statements

Medical School Buildings, a total of 1.3 million addi- about this project to date. To do so will require that
tional square feet over existing square footage. It proposes o ic reviewed and the project is evaluated against

a new zoning designation, the hospital zone, with special o

requirements including a height limit of 130 feet. Con- League related posmons...
struction will be phased to complete in 2025.The Palo The LWVUS position on Health Care states that
Alto Weekly published a summary of the proposal on 6- We support a basic level of health care at affordablis cos

25-2010. (www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/story.php? ~ for all. Other goals include equitable distribution of ser
story_id=13155) vices, efficient and economic delivery of care, advance-

Now is the season of reckoning with the Palo ment of medical research and technology, and under eqg-

Alto City Planning approvals. The original concepts uity issues we support provision for training health care
have been refined. The Draft Environmental Impact Re- professionals in needed fields of care. Our joint position
port (E|R) has been pub“shed and its pub“c comment Wlth LWV South San Mateo on Stanford Land' Use out-
period has passed. The Planning and Transportation Corines support for use of Stanford Lands that will have a
mission and the Architectural Review Board have com- beneficial impact on housing, open space, transportation
pleted their preliminary review. The Final EIR is exjgect and the housing/job ratio. Stanford should make available
to be completed in October or November. The City and housing for its employees. Housing supply should be a
Stanford Hospitals are negotiating a development agree-Primary consideration of zoning. Stanford should provide
ment. A development agreement is necessary as the city2dequate open space and transportation facilities which
wants binding agreements from Stanford stating that Starininimize the use of the private automobile and encourage
ford will complete the project, over multiple years, in- @ closer relationship between housing and employment.
cluding the mitigations for impacts identified in the EIR  The League also has positions on sustainability, the envi-
Stanford wants confirmation that the city will not change fonment, water, etc. that relate to this project. Waato

its requirements and regulations over the time of the de- have a position on the height of buildings.

velopment. Project approval, zoning and comprehensive Our Kick off meeting September 21 besides
plan amendments are expected to be completed in De-  viewing the latest project proposal, will explore the issues
cember. facing Stanford and the community. It is an education

Stanford presented to the League their conceptuagvent. Bring your curiosity, questions and a friend.
plans and reasons for the expansion at least two years ago. _ _
At that time there was also an expansion of the shopping Submitted by Phyllis Cassel

Cleanup-continued from page 5for details. Registration numbers and data collec@particularly important to assess the
program’s success and, like the census, determias af@eed to help policymakers allocate resourcesdingly in the
future. The California Coastal Commission, parkritist, and other local groups are hoping for a sttangout — and if
beaches could hope, they would too.

For more information, contact Eben Schwartz at (415) 904-52&8cbwartz@coastal.ca.gov.
Submitted by Chris Ingraham
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The catastrophe of British Petro-
leum’s Deepwater Horizon oil spill has
already become the largest offshore spill
in American history, and it could become
the largest oil spill in the history of the
world. The largest garbage collection
effort? According to the Guinness Book

carefully to our coasts. The event in Cali-
fornia corresponds with the International
Coastal Cleanup, which finds volunteers
from Bolivia to Bangladesh flocking to the
beaches to remove trash and debris from
coastlines across the planet. The Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup is the largest volun-
teer event dedicated to the marine environ-
ment in the world, and last year California
accounted for almost 19 percent of the
world’s total participants — and nearly 25

of World Records, look no further than

the annual California Coastal Cleanup

Day. This year’s reprise of the volunteer

event — the 26th since its inception in 1985 — will

take place across Bay Area coastlines on September 25

percent of the collected debris.

California’s substantial contribu-
tion to the global wastebasket on last year’'s Cled@ayp
can be seen as a testament to the dedication oblun-v
teers, or as a bleak indication of how dire conditibave

With the 24-hour news cycle recently intent to  pecome around our coasts. Plastics are particularly pern
alert us about issues affecting the coastal ecology in thecious. Each year the United States alone producesxapp
Gulf of Mexico, there’s reason to suspect a raised pub- mately 60 billion pounds of plastic pellets, known as nur
lic awareness of the need to save our coasts. But will  dles, and ships them to manufacturing facilitiebeo
such raised awareness bode well for this year's Coastal melted into mercantile plastic goods like forks anttles.
Cleanup Day in California? Although each is calami-  These end products end up on our beaches, too, but the
tous, oil and garbage pose different problems for our  nurdles are the worst. About the size of a corianeled,s
marine life, coasts, and shorelines — and garbage re- there are approximately 25,000 nurdles to the pound; mak
mains the more quiet and un-newsworthy of the two  ing them easily disseminated to the detriment afimea
problems. Unfortunately, it's also the more pervasive  |ife. A study conducted in Orange County in 2001 found
and perpetual. that nurdles are the most common beach contaminéme in

According to a 1997 study on the impact of ma- region, accounting for an astonishing 98 percent of slebri
rine debris, plastic debris alone negatively affects at ~ collected in the research.
least 267 species worldwide, including 44 percent of all If these and other plastics don’t end up on
sea bird species, 43 percent of marine mammal speciespeaches, buried at the bottom of the sea, or collected at
and 86 percent of all sea turtle species. These staggeringhe Great Pacific Garbage Patch — a Texas-sized accu-
figures are likely to have grown worse since the study mulation of garbage, made of mostly plastic, in the North
released its findings. Glass, metal, and paper als@clutt pacific Gyre — then they end up in the belly of animals,
our shorelines, interrupting the habitat of marine wild-  which can be fatal. Believing them to be nutritious, ma-
life and threatening them with the dangers of entangle- rine animals eat the plastic pellets and gain a fatssese
ment and ingestion. And that's just the recyclable of fullness that leads many to die of starvation.dditon
waste. Millions of pounds of garbage, some of it recy-  to being toxic in its own right, high-density polyethylene
clable, some not, both endanger beach organisms and plastic is also especially absorbent, and sponges up toxic
make our beaches less pleasant for humans. The resul- chemicals such as PCBs and DDT that abound in sea-
tant cost to taxpayers, as our cities try with outtmedc ~ water, making it all the more dangerous to marine life. |
resources to keep up the cleanup, is astronomical, par- efforts like the Coastal Cleanup Day are successful, they
ticularly given the inadequate results. But of course, the will not only heighten awareness of the problems with
long-term cost to our ocean and planet is worse. coastline and shoreline waste, but they will stop a sieeabl

So, once a year, the California Coastal Commis- amount of it from reaching the sea to begin with.
sion, with the help of various sponsors and contrilsutor This year’s event on September 25 is a BYO-affair:

calls a volunteer army to arms. Last year’'s Coastal in this case, Bring Your Own Garbage Bag. Everyjf@aia
Cleanup Day, on the program’s 25th anniversary, markedcounty is involved in the effort, whether inlandcoastal,

an all-time high for volunteer participation — 80,622 and from Del Norte to Imperial. This includes theenin
registered volunteers — resulting in the removal of counties of the Bay Area, where the Bay’s many nufes
nearly 1.4 million pounds of debris from hundreds of  shoreline and surrounding coast make cleanup especially
locations around the state. The California effatyh needed. Interested participants are encouraged tactan
ever, is only one part of a global initiative to tendre Cleanup Day coordinator - cjeanup-continued on page 4
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StandardsRroposition 23: The LWVC opposes this
“Dirty Energy Proposition”, funded by out-of-state oil
companies, because it would virtually kill AB 32, the
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. It would result in
more air pollution and increased health risks and would
jeopardize hundreds of thousands of clean-energy jobs.

Tax Fairness ActRroposition 24): Proposition
24 would repeal the corporate tax cuts that were passed in
I " %% the closed-door budget deals of 2008-09. Those tax
breaks cost approximately $1.3 billion per year in revenue
to the state and benefit only two percent of Califomia’
, _ _ businessesThe League supports this measurebecause
The LWVC has recommendations on six of the nine e pelieve that the budget crisis cannot be solved by ex-

measures on the statewide ballot in November. penditure cuts alone, let alone expenditure cuts combined
Redistricting Propositions 20 and 2} The with tax cuts.

League opposes Proposition 2@vhich we believe is Simple Majority Vote for BudgetRroposition

well-intentioned but premature. California is in the 25): The LWVC supports this measure which would

midst of a major reform of our redistricting process, change the vote required for the Legislature to pass a

with a new independent Citizens Redistricting Commis- budget from the current two-thirds to a simple majority.
sion drawing the lines for state Senate and Assembly  The majority should set priorities for spending and take
districts. Proposition 20 would significantly increase the responsibility for them. This measure will change the ne-
commission’s workload by adding Congressional redis- gotiations over the budget and give the minority less of a
tricting and shortening the time it would have to do its ~ stranglehold on the process.

work. We believe the commission should draw Con- “Polluter Protection” Proposition 26): This

gressional district lines in the future, but the new proc-  measure would make new definitions of taxes and there-
ess should be fully implemented before the commis-  fore require a two-thirds vote on many more government
sion’s responsibilities are expanded so dramatically. In reyenue decisions at both the state and local levels. Regu-
addition, a new definition in this measure could make it latory fees paid by those who harm the environment or
harder for the commission to respect California’s di- public health would become much harder to ereiu.

verse neighborhoods and communities as it draws dis- League opposes this measuréecause we believe that

work the way the voters intended before we take the  pje majority vote.

next step and add Congressional redistricting.

Proposition 27would completely eliminate the Please note: The League of Women Voters of
redistricting commission and return the authority for California Education Fund provides neutral, nonpartisan
redistricting to the backrooms of the Legislature, result- voter information and education through services such as
ing in more gerrymandered districts that serve primarily SmartVoter.org and the Easy Voter Guide Project. It is
to help incumbents get reelectdthe League strongly separate and distinct from the League of Women Voters
opposes this measure of California, which is a nonpartisan political organiza
tion that advocates on public policy issues and takes posi-

Suspension of Clean Energy and Air Pollution .
tions on ballot measures.

IN& 110 In 1

New Voices for Youth, a joint outreach project of thadpees of Palo Alto and South San Mateo County, ispteto
introduce our new project directors - Ana Angell and T&hgpra. Both are graduates of high schools on the penin-
sula and have strong ties in the area. Ana is a grasiustent and teacher's assistant at San Jose Statesityive
Ethnic Studies. She has worked in community based youthachtogganizations in Alameda County and in the City
of Palo Alto's Recreation Department, currently atlieuley Center. Tanuj is an accomplished and recognized film
maker with degrees from Brown University and Columbia Fithd®l. Both share

New Voices — continued on page 7
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We would like to thank the following % )2
people for making the assembly and de-

livery of the AugustVOTERpossible: %

Barbara Bowden, Geri

Stewart, Isabel Arabian, Janet Stephen H. Schneider
Creelman, Mary Ann Michel, Mitzi (February 11, 1945 —
Henderson , organizer. July 19, 2010) was

Professor of Environ-
mental Biology and
Global Change at
Stanford University, a

We would also like to thangally ProbstandJames G. Moorefor
proofreading th& OTER

30 % % 5 Co-Director at the
Friday, September 23rd, from 10 am. — noon Center for Environ-
Ursula Moore's home ment Science and Pol-

icy of the Freeman Spogli Institute for Interna-
tional Studies and a Senior Fellow in the Stan-

ford Woods Institute for the Environment.
Madeleine Albright brings a wide-angle lens to her discussion Schneider served as a consultant to Federal

We will discuss Madeleine Albright's memdiihe Mighty and the
Almighty: Reflections on America, God and World Affairs

the place of religion in world affairs. Born into a Gatt family, Agencies and White House staff in the Nixon,
she later became an Episcopalian, only to discover laife ithét Carter, Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Clinton,
her family lineage was Jewish. Further, as SecretaBjait she George W. Bush and Obama administrations.

spent much time and energy dealing with highly flammable issues

i1 the Muslim world. In 1992, he was honored as a recipient of the

MacArthur Fellowship. In 2007, he shared the
Call me if you have any questions or if you would likeaopool. Nobel Prize with former U.S. Vice President Al

Submitted by Doris Petersen Gore for his work on climate change.

New Voices — continued from page 6a clear vision that young peo-
ple can use story telling on
film to develop their leadership skills and to improve theinow % 3
communities. They are working with La Raza, a student dlub a
Menlo-Atherton School and with the support of school administra
tor Miki Cristerna.

Kathleen G. Nilsson

This will be an exciting school year and the New Voiceeiig
Committee is eager to share the experience with othguleea
members. Please contact Veronica Tincher for moreneton
and arrange to visit a committee meeting. % 34 &

We are delighted to have you as members

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffragenow educates and advocates. Anyone of voting ageale or female, may become a League member

It's easy to join the LWV —Do it now! You will be glagu did. Men are encouraged
Joining at the local level makes you a member dtwadls: National, State, Bay Area and Palo Altg to join.
Dues grants are
Name available.
For
Address information, call
) ) Membership
City Zip Chair
Virginia Pirrotta
Phone (day) (evening) e:mail (6950) 327-9148
Annual Membership: $70.00 Additional membership, sameeaddr$35.00
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Suite 113, PAltw, CA 94303
Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible.
LWV of Palo Alto 7
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League of Women Voters of Palo Alto Nonprofit Org.
953 Industrial Avenue, Suite 113 U.S. Postage
Palo Alto, CA 94303 ool ;gdCA
(650) 327-9148 Permit No. 72
Address Services Requested
Dated Material
Please Expedite
http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html President Obama...................cc.ouvunn (202) 456-1414
http://www.whitehouse.qgov/CONTACT/
Senator Feinstein.................oooenen. (415) 393-0707
September |
7 Tue 7:15 pm. Board Meeting, Trina Lovercheck Senator BOXEr.......ovuuviiiiiiiiiiiiieinnd (415) 403-0100
. " #
13 Mon Noon. VOTER deadline. Rep. ANNA ESNOO. ... oeveeeseeeeee. (650) 323-2984
21 Tue 7 pm. Stanford Hospital Expansion. See page|
one.
Ei o - .
24 Fri 9:15 am. VOTER mailing, Channing House. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ...........415)703-2218
25 Sat 2-4 pm. Candidates Forum. See page 3. $ "
29 Wed 7-9 pm. Teen Justice. See page 3. Senator Joe Sslgmman $$$ ...... EIRRIRS (650) 688-6384
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin ...................... (650) 691-2121
October %& Co(! ' tOy&t
5 Tue 7:15 pm. Board Meeting, Karen Sundback
6 Wed 7 pm. Santa Clara Valley Water District FO- | sypervisor Liz KNiSS ..........ccooveeeevenn. (650) 965-8737
rum. See page 3 liz.kniss@bos.sccgov.org
11 Mon Noon. VOTER deadline.
22 Fri 9:15 am. VOTER mailing, Channing House | |ocate your elected officials with your street address
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/
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