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�The League is a broadly based, nonpartisan political      
organization that encourages informed and involved       

participation in government through voters service, and        
influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

�

The League welcomes articles. Please        
submit them to: lwvpaoffice@gmail.com . 
Deadline is the first Friday after the first 
Wednesday of each month. 

Palo Alto City Council  
Candidates Forums 

 
Evening Forum 
Tuesday, October 6, 7 to 9 pm 
Jane Lathrop Stanford (JLS) Middle School, Cafetorium 
480 E. Meadow Dr., Palo Alto 
 
Afternoon Forum 
Saturday, October 10, 1:30 to 3:30 pm 
Palo Alto City Hall, Council Chambers, 
250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto 
The Oct. 10 meeting will also be videotaped for showing on Channel 27 and  
on www.smartvoter.org and posted on www.communitymediacenter.net/elections_Nov_2009.html 
 
Written questions from the audience will be fielded  by the candidates. 
 
Made possible through the help of our co-sponsors:  
Avenidas Senior Center  
Greenmeadow Community Association, Inc.  
Midpeninsula Community Media Center 
Palo Altans for Government Effectiveness (PAGE) 
Palo Alto Branch of American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce 
Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board 
Palo Alto Online 
Palo Alto Weekly 
PTA Council Executive Board  
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto Social Action Committee 

 
Vote on Tuesday, November 3, 2009  

For more information, go to www.lwvpaloalto.org or www.smartvoter.org 
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The VOTER is online at www.lwvpaloalto.org 

 

Hello Everyone,  

Change is one of those guaranteed happenings in life, and so it is for the election and our League. Have 
you noticed that the political signs by the sides of our roads started sprouting before Labor Day? Ten 
years ago the city ordinance allowed such signs for only 30 days before the election. Why so soon? Why 
are our League candidate events and our “Pro and Con” meetings a full month before the election?  It is 
simple. The Registrar of Voters is pushing permanent Vote by Mail balloting and making early voting 
available throughout the county. The ballots will be mailed on October 5, and over half the registered vot-
ers will receive a ballot in the mail.  If we are to provide citizens with good voters service, the information 
must be ready early.  On the other hand, voter registration ends on October 19 so there are people voting 
while others are still registering.  I would credit all of this to the new electronic media.  While preparation 
and presentations are over about October 10, the electronic media which has recorded all our hard work 
will replay the candidates event on the media center channel and via computer. You can download the 
Voters Guide and stream the candidates’ presentations from our website . Also the website, Smart Voter, 
will answer questions for each voter.  

Now aren’t we up to date?  Well our League is not yet blogging and sending messages by YouTube, on 
Facebook or on MySpace.  We cannot reach most of our members except by U.S. mail or a phone blast 
because we do not have an e-list.  Your League is evaluating these techniques. What is the most effective 
way to communicate our message in our changing world?  Hope to be talking with you, seeing you or 
communicating on some  media soon.   

                                                                                                                                                                        
Phyllis Cassel   
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Voters will be asked if the Palo Alto Municipal Code 
should  be amended to establish a business license tax 
in order to help maintain the City's ability to fund basic 
City services.  In light of current economic conditions 
and projections for the near future the City may need 
new sources of revenue to avoid making more cuts in 
city services and in order to balance the City's budget.   
 
Measure A would authorize a business tax to be depos-
ited into the general fund.  The tax applies to businesses 
that are located in or conducting business in Palo 
Alto.  There are exemptions including but not limited to 
nonprofit organizations, such as Stanford University 
and the Palo Alto Medical Foundation.  It would be as-
sessed on the basis of the business type and the number 
of employees.  The measure contains a minimum and 
maximum tax.   It is a general tax and requires a simple 
majority of votes to pass. 
 
FISCAL EFFECT 
The City estimates that the annual approximate cost to 
administer the program would be $250,000 and that the 
tax would net approximately $3M annually.  The tax 
amount will be adjusted annually as based on the con-
sumer price index.  
 
 
 
 

Palo Alto Measure A—BUSINESS LICENSE TAX. 

Community Presentations giving Pros and Cons of Ballot Measure 

 

The League will be presenting  arguments for and against the Palo Alto ballot Measure A - the Business 
License Tax. In addition, if time allows and audience interest permits, information regarding the California 
Constitutional Convention will be discussed.  The following meetings are free and open to all. 

Tuesday,  October  6, at 2 pm at Avenidas, 450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto 
 
Wednesday, October 7, at 7 pm at Channing House, 850 Webster Street, Palo Alto 

 
SUPPORTERS SAY 
1. The business impact is modest and spread over many 
businesses 
2. The business community requested the tax be based on 
an employee count rather than gross business receipts  
3. The tax is fair and will reach many businesses who do 
not pay sales tax 
4. The tax is comparable to business license taxes for our 
neighbor cities  
 
OPPONENTS  SAY 
1. The tax creates an expensive bureaucracy, and does not 
fund infrastructure  
2. It allows the City of Palo Alto to audit books of local 
businesses 
3. Benefits big corporations over small businesses, who 
would be burdened by compliance/record keeping 
4.  A registry may be preferable and would be done by 
private industry to benefit the City  
  
The League’s Voters Guide publication will include unbi-
ased information about Measure A.  Full details of the 
Proposal including wording of the Municipal Code 
changes and the ballot arguments in support and opposi-
tion can be found at www.smartvoter.org.   Information 
will also be presented at the League's Pros & Cons ses-
sions. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Palo Alto has voted to 
take no position on this measure. 
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ACTION—YES 

 

Election Information at Your Fingertips—Smart 
Voter and Voters Guide bring election information 
to you at your convenience.  Visit smartvoter.org 
and enter your home street and zip code and you'll 
find the candidates' listings.  Palo Alto City Coun-
cil candidates enter their candidate information -- 
biography, priorities, endorsers and response to 
three questions presented by the League.  It's all 
nonpartisan and greatly respected by the public. 
 
In late September, you will receive a print copy of 
the Voters Guide containing much of the Smart 
Voter candidates' information plus the pros and 
cons of Measure A. Watch your mailbox!  
 
In addition, the Voters Guide will be online at 
www.lwvpaloalto.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009  

Smart Voter & Voters Guide 

 
August action started with our League President, Phyllis, giving a statement in support of the Workforce Housing 
project at 801-841 Alma to the Architectural Review Board (ARB) 
 
Our members continued calls and emails to our members of Congress urging them to work for a strong health care 
bill that will control escalating costs, provide health care coverage for everyone, with a viable public option. 
 
We sent a Letter to the Editor to our local newspapers reminding people of the importance of  learning about the 
candidates who apply for appointment to fill the recently vacated seat on the De Anza-Foothill Board. 
 
A Call to Action from LWVUS gave us a chance to encourage our senators to support ratification of the CEDAW ’s 
Treaty for the Rights of Women.  The U.S. is the only democratic nation that has failed to ratify this treaty. CEDAW 
is the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 
 
Other issues that we will be keeping an eye on for action opportunities include the Housing Element Update, Fair 
Elections Campaign, Redistricting, State & Local Budgets, Constitutional Revision...the list goes on and on. 
 
Thanks for your help in keeping us on track, 
                                                                                                                                         Irene Sampson, Action Chair  

October Volunteer Opportunities 

 
~Voter Registration~ 

Wednesday morning, September 30  
No experience necessary. Please contact        

Liza Taft at 327-9148 or via email at 
lwvpaoffice@gmail.com  

 
~Palo Alto City Council Candidates Forum~ 

Tuesday, October 6, from 6:30-9 pm 
or 

Saturday, October 10 from 1-3:30 pm 
If you are available to help, please contact Pat 

Bendigkeit at 327-9148 or via email at  
lwvpaoffice@gmail.com  

 
~Short-term Membership Committee~ 

Date TBD 
If you are interested in serving on a short-term 

task force for MEMBERSHIP  
RECRUITMENT/RETENTION,  

please contact Mary Alice Thornton at 327-9148 
or via email at lwvpaoffice@gmail.com  
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Interested in learning what the League is doing about Constitutional Reform and Redis-
tricting?  
Want to know how to use the newest media to communicate a message? 
Want to discuss advocacy, voters service, leadership development, communications, and 
more with leaders from across the state?    
 
The Palo Alto Regional Workshop is designed to inform us and the public about what the 
League does and how it does it.   The League of Women Voters of California is offering train-
ing workshops to local League members and the general public. This is a great opportunity to 
attend a regional workshop without traveling. Please join us.  
Come Saturday October 24, 9:30 AM to 2:30 P.M. at Avenidas, on 450 Bryant Street , Palo 
Alto.  Register at www.lwvc.org or write a check to LWVC and mail it to our office.    

LWV California Regional Workshop 

Board in Brief— 
August Minutes 

 
• June 30 Treasurer’s Report showed membership dues 

down from last year, and expenses for Action and 
League-a-Thon lower. July 31st report showed dues 
and contributions higher than previous year.  

 

• LWVPA Policy Statement was approved with some 
changes.  

 

• Approved statement read to Architectural Review 
Board on Aug. 6th in support of the Workforce Hous-
ing Proposal for 801 and 841 Alma.  

 

• Approved EAC decision to host State League work-
shop on Oct. 24th  at Avenidas.  

 

• Next steps to be taken by Task Force on Strategic 
Planning. Karen Douglas was commended for all her 
work in this. 

 

• Voters Service Items:  
ο Candidates Forums being arranged 
ο Pros and Cons will cover one ballot measure—the 

Business License Tax 
ο Smart Voter has had it’s budget cut as result of state 

cutbacks.  
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The Leagues of Women Voters in the 11th District of the 
CA State Senate queried Sen. Simitian on California top-
ics, such as the budget, education, health care, and his 
personal priorities.  Below is the senator’s view on his 
personal priorities.  
 
Question 4: What other major issues do you think the 
Legislature must deal with in 2009?  What are your 
personal priorities?  
 
ANSWER:  Joe stated that his answer to both questions is 
the same, which are in two bills he’s introduced: SB 14 
and SB 12.  
 
SB 14 raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard to 
require that 33% of electricity delivered to customers by 
utility companies come from renewable energy sources by 
the year 2020.  The current standard is 20% by 2010.  He 
said this issue is of under-recognized importance, as there 
are implications and effects on:   
 
1) Cleaning up our air,  
2) implementing a smarter energy policy,  
3) fighting climate change,  
4) focusing American foreign policy on our own interests, 
and  
5) creating green jobs with green technology here in Cali-
fornia.   
 
The legislation has passed out of his committee in the 
Senate, and is currently in the Assembly.  In order for this 
to pass, there will need to be both bipartisan and bicam-
eral support.    

SB 12 is the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Act of 
2009.  This bill establishes a detailed plan for water con-
servation and efficiency, including a new isolated convey-
ance facility around the Delta.  The California Delta is the 
largest estuary on the west coast, with water from the 
Delta affecting 24 million Californians.  He seeks to ac-
complish the following with this bill:  
 
1) Provide ironclad guarantees to people in Northern Cali-
fornia that Southern California won’t “steal” our water, 
2) protect the Delta,  
3) provide good water quality, and 
4) make better use of ground water.  
 
This issue is a hard political challenge, but he’s a good 
person to carry this bill, as he is not an advocate for any 
particular position, such as farming.  People in the state 
have rights to eight times as much water as is in the Delta, 
which is a problem.  With a continually growing state, 
conservation and reuse won’t satisfy all of our water de-
mands.  But we need to be smarter about how we use our 
water.  We can look to places like Jordan as an example 
of how to manage scarce water resources.  
 
The Governor supports the conveyance, but not the envi-
ronmental components of this bill.  Joe is concerned that 
this will cause problems with getting this through.    
 
Joe’s staffer, Alan Gordon (alan.gordon@sen.ca.gov) can 
provide more information on both of these bills.  

Interview with Senator Joe Simitian on May 8, 2009 

 
Last year our League participated in a study of the 
National Popular Vote, an alternative method to elect 
the president.  The results of this LWVUS study was 
that no consensus was reached to support the na-
tional popular vote. While there was strong support 
for NPV, the support was not strong enough to be 
considered consensus of our members.   At its May 
meeting the LWVUS Board adopted the following 
statement of position: The LWVUS affirms its sup-
port of the direct election of the president and  

 
abolition of the Electoral College, but the LWVUS 
has no position on the National Popular Vote Com-
pact as studied in 2008-2009. A recommendation 
was made to the LWVUS Board that questions in 
future studies be tested for clarity and suitability by 
League members not involved with the study before 
approval by the LWVUS  Board.  Thank you to all 
who participated in the study. 

National Popular Vote 
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It’s easy to join the LWV —Do it now!  You will be glad you did. 
Joining at the local level  makes you a member at all levels:  National, State, Bay Area and Palo Alto 

 
      Name________________________________________________________________________ 
      
      Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 
      City_________________________________________________ Zip_____________________ 
 
      Phone (day)____________(evening)______________e:mail_____________________________ 
 

Annual Membership: $68.00    Additional membership, same address:  $34.00 
Mail check to LWV, 953 Industrial Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Membership dues to the LWV are not tax deductible. 

Men are encouraged 
to join.  

Dues grants are 
Available.   

For 
Information, call 

Membership 
Chair 

Mary Alice 
Thornton 

(650) 327-9148 

The League of Women Voters , born out of suffrage, now educates and advocates.  Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. 
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Jane Coleman 
Janet K. Fisher  

Micaela Hellman-Tincher 
Christopher Lowman 

 
We are delighted to have you as members. 

    

New Voices Program Update -  
Focus on Freshmen Mentors  

 
We would like to thank the following people for 

making the assembly and delivery of the  
September VOTER possible: 

 
Janet Owens 
Jean Colby  

Mary Cooper 
Patty “Cattie” Peck 

Carol Stevens 
Isabel Arabian 

 
Submitted by Relly Davidson & 

Karen Sundback 
The Palo Alto VOTER Editors 

 

In their video Attention Freshmen, juniors in the Com-
puter Academy at Menlo-Atherton High School asked 
peers, "What advice would you give an incoming fresh-
man?"  This summer, three New Voices youth served as 
mentors to ninth graders at Carlmont High School as 
part of the Youth Community Service's Freshmen Lead-
ership Corps. Program Manager Anne-Marie 
McReynolds presented five student-produced videos to 
the Palo Alto League at their Summer Social at the Gar-
den Court Hotel on August 3. Menlo-Atherton High 
School Seniors Allison Malathong, Pia Santos, and 
Ernesto Zuñiga bravely took to the microphone to an-
swer questions from an enraptured audience of 40 
League members.   

New Voices invites League members to serve as virtual 
mentors to these seniors via our social network: 
newvoices.ning.com . Student-produced videos may be 
seen online at http://www.youtube.com/

 
 
LWV members and friends are invited to a program 
sponsored by the Peninsula Chapter of the World Af-
fairs Council on Wednesday, October 21st on  Health 
Care: The International Experience, Solutions, and 
Outcomes. The speaker is Dr. Claudia Chaufan, As-
sistant Professor of Sociology and Health Policy, UC 
San Francisco; California Physicians Alliance/
Physicians for a National Health Program. Site: Los 
Altos Youth Center, 1 South San Antonio Rd., Los 
Altos. Refreshments: 7 pm; Program: 7:30 - 9 pm. 
Admission is free. For information, call Carol Stevens 
(650) 494-0757.  

Peninsula Chapter of the  
World Affairs Council 
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Calendar...Calendar...Calendar...Calendar...check for changes at  
http://lwvpaloalto.org/Calendar.html 

6 Tues 2 pm. Pros & Cons, Avenidas, 450 Bryant St. 

6 Tues 7-9 pm. City Council Candidates Forum,         
JLS Middle School, Cafetorium 

7 Wed 7pm. Pros & Cons, Channing House,     
850 Webster St., Palo Alto 

9 Fri Noon—VOTER deadline 

10 Sat 1:30-3:30 pm.  City Council Candidates Forum 
Palo Alto City Hall, Council Chambers 

   

3 Tue Election, City Council  and Ballot Measure 

4 Wed 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

6 Fri Noon—VOTER deadline 

   

2 Wed 7:15 pm Board Meeting 

   

24 Sat 9:30am-2:30pm. LWVC Regional Workshop 
Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto 

October 

December 
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���������	����
President Obama…………………………...(202) 456-1414 
 Send e-mail messages to- http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/  
 Senator Feinstein…………………………...(415) 393-0707  
 Send e-mail-http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUS.EmailMe 
Senator Boxer……………………………......(415) 403-0100  
 Send e-mail - http://boxer.senate.gov/contact/email/policy.cfm 
Rep. Anna Eshoo…………………………....(650) 323-2984  
Send e-mail  - http://eshoo.house.gov/ 
 


	���
���	�
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger ………...(415)703-2218  
Send e-mail messages via website - http://gov.ca.gov/interact 
Senator Joe Simitian …………....…………..(650) 688-6384  
Send e-mail messages via website-http://www.senatorsimitian.com/main/contact 
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin  …………....…….(650) 691-2121  
Send e-mail -http://legplcms01.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.aspx?district=AD21& 
 

�	��	�
�	�	�

�����
Supervisor Liz Kniss …………....…………..(650) 965-8737  
Send e-mail -liz.kniss@bos.sccgov.org  
 

���
��������
��
��������  
Locate your elected officials with your street address 
http://www.guidetogovernment.org/ 

November 


